John C. Fremont High School

English Department

Asian-American Writers
1.  Title:  The White Boy Shuffle (1996)   Author:  Paul Beatty     Genre: Humorous Fiction 
Target Grade: 11-12          DVD:          CD:           Total: 32       Available: 32                                                                                                                                          
Synopsis: This book is highly sarcastic/parody story following Gunnar Kaufmann, a black teenager raised in an affluent suburb of Santa Monica whose mother decides that he is not getting the authentic black experience and moves the family to the ghetto. Which should give you an idea about the tone this book takes– it’s a witty, scathing critique of racial politics in the US. Much of its criticism predicated around the idea of the “authentic” black experience.
2. Title: Snow Falling on Cedars (1994)   Author:  David Guterson   Genre: Trial (Murder) 

Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:               Total: 102       Available: 102                     
Synopsis: In 1954 a fisherman from San Pedro Island in Puget Sound is found suspiciously drowned, and a Japanese-American is charged with his murder. The trial is haunted by memories of what happened to the Japanese residents during World War II when the entire community was sent into exile. Snow Falling on Cedars is a beautifully crafted courtroom drama, love story, and war novel, illuminating the psychology of a community, the ambiguities of justice, the racism that persists even between neighbors, and the necessity of individual moral action despite the indifference of nature and circumstance.
3. Title: The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II (1998)  
 Author: Iris Chang                Genre: Document/Fiction     Target Grade: 10-12     
                                                DVD:          CD:                    Total: 36        Available: 36                     
Synopsis: Chang tells of the Sino-Japanese War atrocities perpetrated by the invading Japanese army in Nanking in December 1937, in which roughly 350,000 soldiers and civilians were slaughtered in an eight-week period, many of them having been raped and/or tortured first. Not only are readers given many of the gory details with pictures, but they are also told of the heroism of some members of a small foreign contingent, particularly of a Nazi businessman who resided in China for 30 years. The story of his bravery lends the ironic touch of someone with evil credentials doing good. Once the author finishes with the atrocities, she proceeds with the equally absorbing and much easier-to-take story of what happened to the Nazi businessman when he returned to Germany and the war ended.

4. Title: Obasan (1994)        Author: Joy Kogawa        Genre: Semi-Autobiographical

 Target Grade: 6-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 41       Available: 41                     

Synopsis: This story is narrated by Naomi, a sheltered and pampered child who is five years old when her life is drastically changed by the events at Pearl Harbor and the Second World War. As a Japanese Canadian, Naomi is separated from her parents, persecuted and eventually placed in an internment camp – common practice in Canada during WWII. The one bright spot in Naomi's life is her Aunt Obasan, her protector and caregiver after she is separated from her parents. It is only after Naomi grows up that she is able to face the hardship of her past. This novel is a striking account of one of the worst manifestations of racism in Canada's history.
5. Title:  Samurai of Gold Hill (1985)     Author: Yoshiko Uchida    Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 6-12       DVD:          CD:                    Total: 18       Available:  18             
Synopsis: Samurai of Gold Hill recounts the adventures of Koichi, the son of a samurai warrior, who leaves Japan at the end of a civil war and joins other Japanese immigrants in building a colony in California. Much of the novel's fascination stems from its authentic portrait of feudal Japan and its depiction of the conflict between this culture and that of the American frontiersmen during the gold rush era. The year is 1869 and young Koichi dreams of becoming a samurai like his father.
6. Title:  Journey to Topaz (1971)     Author: Yoshiko Uchida      Genre: Historical Fiction
Target Grade: 9-12        DVD:          CD:            Total: 35       Available: 35                    
Synopsis: Journey to Topaz is the story of eleven year old Yuki Sakane who, along with her family, is shipped to the relocation camp at Topaz in Utah after the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese in World War II.  The wartime tragedy of the forced removal of Japanese-Americans from their homes is based on the author's own experience.
7. Title: Hiroshima (1989)        Author: John Hersey           Genre: Informational
Target Grade: 10-12      DVD:          CD:               Total: 26        Available: 26                     
Synopsis: In 1946, barely a year after the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, August 6 and 9, 1945, John Hersey wrote an important little booklet about the effects of the bomb upon the lives of six Hiroshima residents who survived the blast. "Hiroshima" is a cautionary tale of war and of man's inhumanity to man, without attempting to overly blame any single individual or group. Short, to the point, interesting, not easy to read (due to its subject), and not easy to dismiss, this small volume should be required reading for anyone interested in understanding the impact our decisions make on others, and how it effects them for the remainder of their lives.
8. Title: The Kitchen God’s Wife (1991)      Author: Amy Tan     Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 7-12     DVD:          CD:                    Total: 2        Available: 2                     
Synopsis: Amy Tan wrote The Kitchen God’s Wife about her mother, Daisy. Most of Winnie’s story in the novel is drawn from Daisy’s life, including the difficult life and marriage she left behind in pre-communist China. The presentation of Winnie’s story, as she tells her story to Pearl, is reminiscent of the oral tradition. Tan, like Pearl, had never given much thought to her mother’s life in China, and she was amazed at what she learned.
9. Title: The Joy Luck Club (1989)      Author:  Amy Tan     Genre: Family Drama
Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:              Total: 25        Available: 25                    
Synopsis: Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club describes the lives of four Asian women who fled China in the 1940s and their four very Americanized daughters. The novel focuses on Jing-mei (June), who takes her deceased mother's place in a social group in which the older women recount stories of the past and lament the barriers that exist between their daughters and themselves. 

10. Title:  Farewell to Manzanar *and Related Readings (1998)   Author: Jeanne Wakatsuki and James D. Houston      Genre: Historical memoir    Target Grade: 7-12       DVD:          CD:     

                                                                                                      Total: 2         Available: 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 3
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

Farewell to Manzanar contains the memoir of Jeanne W. Houston's wartime incarceration at Manzanar, one of ten concentration camps ordered by President Franklin Roosevelt after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. To some readers, the book details a thorny era in U.S. history, a time when civil rights were suspended for 120,000 Japanese Americans. Jeanne's narrative spans three decades, until she is finally able to exorcise Manzanar from her mind.

11. Title: Farewell to Manzanar (1973)   Author: Jeanne Wakatsuki and James D. Houston             Genre: Historical Memoir         Target Grade: 7-12             DVD:          CD:          

                                                                                                   Total: 80              Available: 80                    
Synopsis: Farewell to Manzanar contains the memoir of Jeanne W. Houston's wartime incarceration at Manzanar, one of ten concentration camps ordered by President Franklin Roosevelt after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. To some readers, the book details a thorny era in U.S. history, a time when civil rights were suspended for 120,000 Japanese Americans. Jeanne's narrative spans three decades, until she is finally able to exorcise Manzanar from her mind.

12. Title: The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts (1975)

 Author: Maxine Hong Kingston            Genre: Autobiography/Memoir
Target Grade: 9-12          DVD:          CD:                    Total: 26        Available: 26                     
Synopsis: The full title of the book is The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts. The narrator, a representation of Maxine Hong Kingston, hears stories of her Chinese heritage told by her mother and grandmother. The “ghosts” are also people that she meets in the U.S., whether they are white policeman ghosts, bus driver ghosts, or other fixtures of society that remain separate from immigrants such as her.
Native American Writers

1. Title:    Pigs in Heaven (1993)   Author: Barbara Kingsolver    Genre: Social Critique

Target Grade: 10-12        DVD:          CD:          Total: 75            Available: 75                     
Synopsis: In this novel, the protagonist, Taylor Greer, finds herself embroiled in a custody battle with the Cherokee Nation over her adopted Cherokee daughter named Turtle. 

As she struggles to keep her daughter and at the same time provide a nurturing and safe environment, Taylor is forced to re-examine and redefine her views on family and community. During the course of the story, Kingsolver introduces the issues of single motherhood, adoption, abuse, ethnic identity, and poverty. Her intermingling of politics and human drama results in a satisfying tale of love and understanding. Reviewers applaud the novel's realistic and compelling characters, its topical themes, and her insight into the complex inner workings of the human heart.

2. Title: The Bean Trees (1988)  Author: Barbara Kingsolver    Genre: Autobiography
Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:      Audio: The Bean Trees (8 CDs)

                                                                                          Total: 200        Available: 200                    
Synopsis: This debut novel follows the gritty, outspoken Taylor Greer, who leaves her native Kentucky to head west. She becomes mother to an abandoned baby and, when her jalopy dies in Tucson, is forced to work in a tire garage and to room with a young, battered divorcee who also has a little girl. With sisterly counsel and personal honesty, the two face their painful lot (told in ponderous detail). The blue-collar setting, described vibrantly, often turns violent, with baby beatings, street brawls, and drug busts. Despite the hurt and rage, themes of love and nurturing emerge. 

African-American Writers

1. Title:  The Color Purple (1982)      Author: Alice Walker        Genre: Historical Fiction
Target Grade: 9-12     DVD:          CD:          Total:  77    Available: 77                    

Synopsis: Tells the story of Celie, a young black girl growing up in the reconstruction South of the United States. In a series of letters to God and to her sister Nettie, Celie tells the story of her life, ranging from the trauma of sexual abuse as a child to her success and wealth as an adult.

2. Title: Possessing the Secret of Joy (1992) Author: Alice Walker   Theme: Revolution of gender
Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:                    Total: 9       Available: 9                    
Synopsis: The focus of Walker's rage is the practice of female circumcision in African cultures. Her tale concerns Tashi, a character who made fleeting appearances in The Color Purple and The Temple of My Familiar, and who here represents an archetypal figure, not so much a woman as a mouthpiece for feminist distress. Tashi grows up in a small African village but initially escapes the customary clitorodectomy. Eventually she is coerced into having the operation as a means of offering fealty to the sinister politician called Our Leader. When she moves to the U.S. with her husband and assumes a new identity as Evelyn Johnson, her pain and anger, accumulating the suffering of the ages, bubble to the surface in a lingering madness that therapy cannot alleviate.  
3. Title: Beloved (1987)             Author: Toni Morrison          Genre: Historical Fiction
Target Grade: 9—12     DVD:          CD:                    Total: 95      Available: 95                     

Synopsis: When slavery has torn apart one's heritage, when the past is more real than the present, when the rage of a dead baby can literally rock a house, then the traditional novel is no longer an adequate instrument. At the center is Sethe, whose story makes us think and think again about what we mean when we say we love our children or freedom. The stories circle, swim dreamily to the surface, and are suddenly clear and horrifying. Because of the extraordinary, experimental style as well as the intensity of the subject matter, what we learn from them touches at a level deeper than understanding.
4. Title: The Bluest Eye (1970)      Author: Toni Morrison       Theme: Coming-of-Age
Target Grade: 7-12     DVD:          CD:                    Total: 18        Available: 18                    

Synopsis: Each night Pecola prayed for blue eyes. In her eleven years, no one had ever noticed Pecola. But with blue eyes, she thought, everything would be different. She would be so pretty that her parents would stop fighting. Her father would stop drinking. Her brother would stop running away. If only she could be beautiful. If only people would look at her.

5. Title: Sula (1973)       Author: Toni Morrison        Theme: Family Drama
Target Grade: 9-12       DVD:       CD:          Total: 4       Available: 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Synopsis: The Bottom is a mostly black community in Ohio, situated in the hills above the mostly white, wealthier community of Medallion. The Bottom first became a community when a master gave it to his former slave. This "gift" was in fact a trick: the master gave the former slave a poor stretch of hilly land, convincing the slave the land was worthwhile by claiming that because it was hilly, it was closer to heaven. The trick, though, led to the growth of a vibrant community. Now the community faces a new threat; wealthy whites have taken a liking to the land, and would like to destroy much of the town in order to build a golf course.
6. Title: 
· Fallen Angels *and Related Readings (2006)  Available: 165   Author:   Walter Dean Meyers
· Fallen Angels (1988—Perma Bound)   Available: 26   Genre: Realistic Fiction     
 Target Grade: 9-12   DVD:                          CD:                                                       
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

Walter Dean Myers's novel Fallen Angels is the tale of a young soldier who enlists in the army. Far from the mean streets of Harlem, the jungles of Vietnam offer Richie Perry a little more than what he had bargained for.
7. Title: Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary (1992)      Author:   Walter Dean Meyers                                      Genre: Autobiography/Biography   Target Grade: 9 –12  DVD: The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

                                                                                                  Total: 18       Available:   18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Synopsis: Speeches tracing the evolution of Malcolm X's views on political alliances, intermarriage, women's rights, capitalism and socialism, and more. 

8. Title: The Autobiography of Malcolm X       Author:  As Told to Alex Haley                           Genre: Autobiography/Biography            Target Grade: 9-12 
  DVD:                            CD:                                              Total: 95       Available: 95                     
Synopsis: The Autobiography of Malcolm X limns an archetypal journey from ignorance and despair to knowledge and spiritual awakening. When Malcolm tells coauthor Alex Haley, "People don't realize how a man's whole life can be changed by one book," he voices the central belief underpinning every attempt to set down a personal story as an example for others. Although many believe his ethic was directly opposed to Martin Luther King Jr.'s during the civil rights struggle of the '60s, the two were not so different. Malcolm may have displayed a most un-Christian distaste for loving his enemies, but he understood with King that love of God and love of self are the necessary first steps on the road to freedom.
9. Title: To Kill a Mockingbird: The Screenplay * and Related Readings (2002)   
                         Author: Horton Foote                                 Genre: Social Drama
Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 10 
Target Grade: 9-12            Total: 339        Available: 339                    

DVD: 

1. To Kill A Mockingbird in Context  (VHS)

2. To Kill A Mockingbird Collectors Edition 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
The novel is renowned for its warmth and humor, despite dealing with the serious issues of rape and racial inequality. The narrator's father, Atticus Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers and as a model of integrity for lawyers. One critic explains the novel's impact by writing, "In the twentieth century, To Kill a Mockingbird is probably the most widely read book dealing with race in America, and its protagonist, Atticus Finch, the most enduring fictional image of racial heroism."
10. Title: To Kill A Mockingbird (1960)      Author: Harper Lee        Genre: Social Drama
Target Grade: 8-12      DVD:          CD:           Total: 62       Available:  62                   

Synopsis: The novel is renowned for its warmth and humor, despite dealing with the serious issues of rape and racial inequality. The narrator's father, Atticus Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers and as a model of integrity for lawyers. One critic explains the novel's impact by writing, "In the twentieth century, To Kill a Mockingbird is probably the most widely read book dealing with race in America, and its protagonist, Atticus Finch, the most enduring fictional image of racial heroism."
11. Title: American Negro Poetry (1996)    Author: Arna Bontemps     Genre: Anthology
Target Grade: 8-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 63        Available: 63                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Synopsis: This edition, issued in 1996, reprints the poems in Bontemps's revised volume along with updated biographical notes. Nearly seventy poets are represented, their works indexed by both author and title. Including some 200 poems covering all the social, cultural, political, historical, and literary movements that defined the 20th century, this collection is essential for every reader interested in African American literature.

12. Title: A Literature Reader: African-American Writers   by *Nextext       

Target Grade: 7-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 84        Available: 84                     

Synopsis: African-American Writers offers students a broad overview of the body of published work by African-American authors from the mid-eighteenth century to the present time. The collection features prominent historical figures, such as Frederick Douglass and Martin Luther King, Jr.; prize-winning poets, such as Gwendolyn Brooks and Nikki Giovanni; and well-known and highly respected writers, such as James Alan McPherson, Toni Morrison, and Alice Walker. The selections are filled with rich language describing not only the struggle for equality from the time of slavery to the modern day, but also the universal themes of relationships and self-esteem—themes that speak volumes to all readers.
13. Title: Kindred (1979)         Author: Octavia E. Butler         Genre: Time Travel
Target Grade: 9-12        DVD:         CD:                Total: 204        Available: 204                     

Synopsis: Life is good for Dana, a young black woman living in California.  She and her husband have just moved into a new home, and their writing careers are taking off.  Suddenly Dana's tranquility is shattered, as she finds herself transported from the present (1976) to antebellum Maryland, where she is forced to become both protector and house slave for Rufus, the young son of a plantation owner.  Eventually Dana comes to the realization that Rufus is destined to be her great-great-grandfather, fathering a daughter through one of his slaves.

 
Thus begins a series of incidences in which Dana is shuttled back and forth between her home in California and her "home" in 19th century Maryland.  She is forced to confront the central feature of American history - slavery - in a profound and personal way.  

14. Title: Things Fall Apart *and Related Readings (1996)       Author:  Chinua Achebe
 Genre:  Postcolonial Critique/Tragedy   Target Grade: 6-12       DVD:               CD:             
 Teacher Resource Book:  Novel Study Guide     Available: 1 
                                                                                                                                                          Total: 305        Available: 305                     

Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension. 
The setting is eastern Nigeria in the late 1800s and early 1900s, just prior to and during the British expansion into Umuofia. The theme is that of the struggle and transformation of the traditional Igbo society while under British colonialism. This theme is conveyed by illustrating major events in the life of Okonkwo, a respected tribal leader.

15. Title: Things Fall Apart (1958—Paperback)                    Author:  Chinua Achebe 
       Genre: Postcolonial critique/tragedy               Target Grade: 9-12     
 DVD:          CD:                                                                   Total: 95             Available: 95                    
Synopsis: Things Fall Apart, is his relentlessly unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and after the coming of colonialism. First published in 1958, just two years before Nigeria declared independence from Great Britain, the book eschews the obvious temptation of depicting pre-colonial life as a kind of Eden. Instead, Achebe sketches a world in which violence, war, and suffering exist, but are balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual, and social coherence. His Ibo protagonist, Okonkwo, is a self-made man. The son of a charming ne'er-do-well, he has worked all his life to overcome his father's weakness and has arrived, finally, at great prosperity and even greater reputation among his fellows in the village of Umuofia. Okonkwo is a champion wrestler, a prosperous farmer, husband to three wives and father to several children. He is also a man who exhibits flaws well-known in Greek tragedy.
16. Title: Bronx Masquerade (2002)    Author: Nikki Grimes    Genre: Juvenile Fiction/Poetry
Target Grade: 9-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 47        Available: 47                    

Synopsis: While studying the Harlem Renaissance, Wesley reads an intimate poem to his high school English class, other students envy this power of self-reflection and start writing their own poetry, causing deep secrets, fears, and feelings to be revealed and façades to vanish.

17. Title:  Forged by Fire (1991)     Author: Sharon M. Draper     Genre: Realistic Fiction
Target Grade: 7-12       DVD:          CD:           Total: 91       Available: 91                    

Synopsis: When Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. But fire is dangerous and powerful, and tragedy strikes. His substance-addicted mother is taken from him. Then he loses the loving generosity of a favorite aunt. A brutal stepfather with a flaming temper and an evil secret makes his life miserable. The one bright light in Gerald's life is his little half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from her father, Jordan Sparks, who abuses her, and from their mother, who’s irresponsible behavior forces Gerald to work hard to keep the family together.

18. Title: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (1976)   Author: Mildred D. Taylor 
 Genre: Historical Fiction             Target Grade: 5-12   DVD: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Audio: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry—Read by Lynne Thigpen (6 CDs)

                                                                       Total: 44       Available: 44                     
Synopsis: The Logan family and their community show a great deal of resilience to unfair and cruel treatment by the whites. Mr. and Mrs. Logan, in particular, realize the value of education and owning their own land in helping them have some degree of control over their own destiny. The family is very close-knit, and they are very willing to help out others in need. They organize a peaceful boycott of the local store to protest unfair price gouging.
19. Title: The Road to Memphis (1992)   Author:  Mildred D. Taylor      Genre: Historical Fiction
Target Grade: 4-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 44        Available: 44                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Synopsis: Set in Mississippi in 1941, The Road to Memphis describes three harrowing, unforgettable days in the life of an African-American high school girl dreaming of law school. Caught up in the center of tense racial dramas unfolding around her, Cassie Logan is forced to confront the adult world as never before. 

20. Title: Let the Circle Be Unbroken (1991)  Author:  Mildred D. Taylor  Genre: Historical Fiction
Target Grade: 4 -12   DVD:          CD:       Total: 23        Available: 23                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Synopsis: Let the Circle Be Unbroken recounts one family’s struggle against prejudice and poverty as seen through the eyes and experiences of Cassie, the main character. The Logan’s battle the Great Depression, powerful, greedy, white landowners of rural Mississippi, segregation, and domestic tragedies that threaten to destroy the family at every turn. They maintain their dignity, pride, and faith, however, and keep the family together.

21. Title: Parable of the Sower (1993)   Author: Octavia E. Butler    Genre: Historical Fiction 
Target Grade: 7-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 19       Available: 19                    

Synopsis: Parable of the Sower is a hopeful tale set in a dystopian future United States of walled cities, disease, fires, and madness. Lauren Olamina is an 18-year-old woman with hyperempathy syndrome--if she sees another in pain, she feels their pain as acutely as if it were real. When her relatively safe neighborhood enclave is inevitably destroyed, along with her family and dreams for the future, Lauren grabs a backpack full of supplies and begins a journey north. Along the way, she recruits fellow refugees to her embryonic faith, Earthseed, the prime tenet of which is that "God is change."

22. Title:  The Diary of Latoya Hunter: My First Year in Junior High (1993)   Genre: Fiction 
  Author: Latoya Hunter    Target Grade: 4-12           DVD:             CD:                                                                   

                                                                                         Total: 26        Available: 26                     

Synopsis: Lively, poignant, and utterly winning, The Diary of Latoya Hunter is a timely portrait of adolescence--about the universal challenges of youth and about the ways it is shaped by the inner city. It is also a lively introduction to a delightful girl whose humor and idealism are inspirational. 

23. Title: The Captive (1994)          Author: Joyce Hansen      Genre: Historical Fiction 

 Target Grade: 3-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 24        Available: 24                     

Synopsis: In The Captive, Kofi is kidnapped in Africa and enslaved in New England.

24. Title: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969)      Author: Maya Angelou   

 Genre: Autobiography       Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:         Audio: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Read by the Author (3 CDs) 

                                                                                                     Total: 40        Available: 40                     
Synopsis: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings follows Marguerite's (later called Maya) young life in the segregated South. Abandoned by their parents at an early age, she and her older brother Bailey move in with their grandmother and crippled uncle in Stamps, Arkansas. Maya Angelou's autobiography explores how her blossoming character helped her cope with rape, sexism, society's prejudices, and the isolation and loneliness she faced growing up.

25. Title: Coming of Age in Mississippi (1968)    Author: Anne Moody  

 Genre: Memoir/Autobiography    Target Grade: 5-12     DVD:      CD:     Total: 38  Available: 38                   
Synopsis: Born to a poor couple who were tenant farmers on a plantation in Mississippi, Anne Moody lived through some of the most dangerous days of the pre-civil rights era in the South. The week before she began high school came the news of Emmet Till's lynching. Before then, she had "known the fear of hunger, hell, and the Devil. But now there was...the fear of being killed just because I was black." In that moment was born the passion for freedom and justice that would change her life.

26. Title: Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)    Author: Zora Neale Hurston                              Genre: Autobiography        Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:          CD:       Total: 94    Available: 94                    
Synopsis: In Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God, Janie Crawford goes on a lifelong search for unconditional and fulfilling love, which she finally finds with her beloved Tea Cake. During her quest, Janie gains inner strength and independence — all while enduring the harsh judgment of the town gossips known as the "porch sitters." Through Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston served as one of the first female African-American voices of the early 20th century.
27. Title: Black Like Me (1961)       Author: John Howard Griffin    Genre: Non-fiction
Target Grade: 9-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 33       Available: 33                    

Synopsis: Black Like Me is the true account of John Griffin's experiences when he passed as a black man. John Horton takes treatments to darken his skin and leaves his home in Texas to travel throughout the South. At one stop, Horton encounters a black shoe shine man, Burt Wilson, who befriends him and shows him how to "act right" so that he can fit more easily into the African American culture. It is through Wilson that Horton learns the art of shining shoes. Most of his encounters with whites are quite degrading and disturb him. As a hitchhiker, John meets several white men who refer to black men and women in disparaging ways which angers John. Throughout the movie, John is harassed and persecuted by whites without reason.
28. Title: Cry, the Beloved Country (1948)   Author: Alan Paton      Genre: Political Fiction 
Target Grade: 9-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 34       Available: 34                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Synopsis: Alan Paton's impassioned novel about a black man's country under white man's law is a work of searing beauty. Cry, the Beloved Country is the deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son Absalom, set against the background of a land and a people riven by racial injustice. Remarkable for its lyricism, unforgettable for character and incident, Cry, the Beloved Country is a classic work of love and hope, courage and endurance, born of the dignity of man.

29. Title: Stomping the Blues (1976)   Author:  Albert Murray   Genre: History of Blues and Jazz
Target Grade: 7-12      DVD:          CD:           Total: 32        Available: 32                     
Synopsis: Stomping the Blues is a sound and profound appreciation, history, aesthetics and anthropology of the music. Written by an accomplished novelist and essayist, it might also be the funniest and most well-written book on the music, if not the most original book to boot. To label Murray a racist simply because he is less than impressed with certain white jazz musicians is preposterous. What Murray implies, on p. 196 and elsewhere, is that because these white musicians have not been raised in black communities (in the black church, etc.) they have a less rich idiomatic musical vocabulary than the black musician. Murray does not claim that they cannot play the music so that a cultural insider will appreciate it, but that they tend not to.

30. Title: If He Hollers Let Him Go (1945)   Author: Chester Himes   Genre: Literary Fiction
 Target Grade: 8-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 38       Available: 38                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Synopsis: This story of a man living every day in fear of his life for simply being black is as powerful today as it was when it was first published in 1947. The novel takes place in the space of four days in the life of Bob Jones, a black man who is constantly plagued by the effects of racism. Living in a society that is drenched in race consciousness has no doubt taken a toll on the way Jones behaves, thinks, and feels, especially when, at the end of his story, he is accused of a brutal crime he did not commit.
31. Title: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845)
 Author: Written by Himself     Genre: Autobiography   Target Grade: 8-12      
                      DVD:          CD:                                              Total: 22        Available: 22                    
Synopsis: In 1845, just seven years after his escape from slavery, the young Frederick Douglass published this powerful account of his life in bondage and his triumph over oppression. The book, which marked the beginning of Douglass's career as an impassioned writer, journalist, and orator for the abolitionist cause, reveals the terrors he faced as a slave, the brutalities of his owners and overseers, and his harrowing escape to the North. It has become a classic of American autobiography.
32. Title: The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother (1997)    
 Author: James McBride    Genre: Autobiography         Target Grade: 7-12  
   DVD:      Audio: The Color Water (6 CDs)       Total: 166       Available: 166                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Synopsis: The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother is the autobiography of James McBride; it is also a tribute to his mother. The chapters alternate between James McBride's descriptions of his early life and first-person accounts of his mother Ruth's life, mostly taking place before her son was born. McBride depicts the conflicting emotions that he endured as he struggled to discover who he truly was, as his mother narrates the hardships that she had to overcome as a white, Jewish woman who chose to marry a black man in the 1940s.
33. Title: The Invisible Man (1952)    Author: Ralph Ellison       Genre: Literary Fiction

Target Grade: 9-10     DVD:          CD:           Total: 11        Available: 11                     

Synopsis: Invisible Man deals with themes of individuality, identity, history, and responsibility. The protagonist is repeatedly exhorted to look beneath the surface of things. Although Ellison freely acknowledged his debt to both European and African American literary traditions, he used an astonishing range of African-American folk forms in constructing his protagonist's universe. Critics agree that the influence of Invisible Man on American literature in general, and its role in bringing the blues and folklore into the mainstream of black experience in particular, is incalculable.

34. Title: A Wreath for Emmett Till (2005)    Author: Marilyn Nelson/Illustrated by Philippe Lardy        Genre:  Poetry and Rhymes      Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:        
                                                                                                       Total: 40       Available: 40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Synopsis: In 1955, people all over the United States knew that Emmett Louis Till was a fourteen-year-old African American boy lynched for supposedly whistling at a white woman in Mississippi. The brutality of his murder, the open-casket funeral, and the acquittal of the men tried for the crime drew wide media attention. Award-winning poet Marilyn Nelson reminds us of the boy whose fate helped spark the civil rights movement. This martyr's wreath, woven from a little-known but sophisticated form of poetry, challenges us to speak out against modern-day injustices, to "speak what we see."

35. Title: Go Tell It On the Mountain *and Related Readings   Author: James Baldwin  
 Theme: Faith       Target Grade: 10-12      DVD:          CD:      Total: 80    Available: 80                     
 Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 20 

Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
John Grimes is an African-American teenager living in Harlem in 1935. He hates and fears his stepfather, Gabriel, an overbearing, disapproving Pentacostal preacher who prefers John's younger brother Roy. (John does not know that Gabriel is not his natural father.) On his 14th birthday, John explores downtown New York, returns home to witness a violent family argument, then leaves to prepare the church for an evening service. During the service, John's stepfather, mother, and aunt relive the past in their minds. All three moved from the South to the North to improve their lives but found only frustration and bitterness. As the adults pray, John undergoes a dramatic religious experience in which he faces the suffering that is his heritage. At dawn he arises, feeling a new joy and strength.
Classics 
1. Title: Robinson Crusoe (1719)    Author: Daniel Defoe   Genre: Fictional Autobiography 
Target Grade: 6-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 61       Available: 61                     

Synopsis: A castaway who spends 28 years on a remote tropical island near Venezuela, encountering Native Americans, captives and mutineers before being rescued.

2.        Author: Jane Austen                          Genre: Historical Fiction       
· Pride and Prejudice (1813) Signet Classic 1980  Total: 26         Available: 26                                                                                                            

· Pride and Prejudice (1813) HRW Classic Library   Total: 8       Available: 8

· Pride and Prejudice *and Related Readings (1998)   Total: 81        Available:  81                         Target Grade: 7-12            DVD:          CD:        
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
In Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, beautiful and opinionated Elizabeth Bennet snubs the prideful aristocrat Mr. Darcy — until he helps her family avoid a potentially devastating scandal. Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen's most popular and well-known romance novel, demonstrating her masterful use of ironic plot twists and flawless prose set against the strict social environment of Regency England.
3. Title: The Canterbury Tales: Selected Works *and Related Readings   Author: Geoffrey Chaucer    Genre: Fictional Autobiography      Target Grade: 6-12   DVD: A Prologue to Chaucer 

 Audio: The Canterbury Tales (12 CDs)           

                                                                                                 Total: 120             Available: 120                    
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

 
On a spring day in April--sometime in the waning years of the 14th century--29 travelers set out for Canterbury on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Thomas Beckett. Among them is a knight, a monk, a prioress, a plowman, a miller, a merchant, a clerk, and an oft-widowed wife from Bath. Travel is arduous and wearing; to maintain their spirits, this band of pilgrims entertains each other with a series of tall tales that span the spectrum of literary genres. Five hundred years later, people are still reading Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. If you haven't yet made the acquaintance of the Franklin, the Pardoner, or the Squire because you never learned Middle English, take heart: this edition of the Tales has been translated into modern idiom.
4. Title: The Canterbury Tales (1981)      Author: Geoffrey Chaucer    Genre: Fictional Autobiography  

Target Grade: Fictional Autobiography      DVD:          CD:          Total: 40     Available: 40                    
Synopsis: On a spring day in April--sometime in the waning years of the 14th century--29 travelers set out for Canterbury on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Thomas Beckett. Among them is a knight, a monk, a prioress, a plowman, a miller, a merchant, a clerk, and an oft-widowed wife from Bath. Travel is arduous and wearing; to maintain their spirits, this band of pilgrims entertains each other with a series of tall tales that span the spectrum of literary genres. Five hundred years later, people are still reading Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. If you haven't yet made the acquaintance of the Franklin, the Pardoner, or the Squire because you never learned Middle English, take heart: this edition of the Tales has been translated into modern idiom.
5. Title: Gulliver’s Travels: A Classic Retelling (2001)  (Nextext)  Author: Jonathan Swift       Genre: Parody          Target Grade: 6-12           DVD:              CD:     
                                                                                            Total: 145        Available: 145                   
Synopsis: A retelling, in simple language, of the classic tale of the eighteenth-century Englishman whose voyages carry him to such strange places as Lilliput, where people are six inches tall, and Brobdingnag, a land peopled by giants. 
6.  Title: The Inferno: Dante’s Immortal Drama of a Journey Through Hell (1982) 
(Originally published in 1314)   Author: Dante Alighieri with New Translation by John Ciardi 
  Genre: Epic Poem/ Religious Allegory       Target Grade: 9-12    DVD:          CD:     
                                                                                   Total: 75              Available: 75                    
Synopsis: Is the magnificent story of a man's way through the infinite torment of Hell in his search for Paradise.

7. Title: Gilgamesh (1985)    Author: John Gardner and John Maier    Genre: Heroic Quest 
Target Grade: 5-8                      DVD:          CD:           Total: 3        Available: 3                   
Synopsis: The story of Gilgamesh, an ancient epic poem written on clay tablets in a cuneiform alphabet, is as fascinating and moving as it is crucial to our ability to fathom the time and the place in which it was written. Gardner's version restores the poetry of the text and the lyricism that is lost in the earlier, almost scientific renderings. The principal theme of the poem is a familiar one: man's persistent and hopeless quest for immortality. It tells of the heroic exploits of an ancient ruler of the walled city of Uruk named Gilgamesh. Included in its story is an account of the Flood that predates the Biblical version by centuries. Gilgamesh and his companion, a wild man of the woods named Enkidu, fight monsters and demonic powers in search of honor and lasting fame. When Enkidu is put to death by the vengeful goddess Ishtar, Gilgamesh travels to the underworld to find an answer to his grief and confront the question of mortality.  

     8. Title: Great Expectations   Author: Charles Dickens  Genre: Autobiographical Fiction/Novel  
Grade Level: 9-12      Rec. Grade: 9th
· Great Expectations *and Related Readings     Total: 150         Available: 150                                
· A Classic Retelling: Great Expectations (*Nextext) Total: 154         Available: 154                                                                                                                          

             Teacher Resource Book: Great Expectations Curriculum Unit           Available: 1
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.


Great Expectations is about love, family, and rejection as Pip and Miss Havisham have both been rejected in certain ways. Pip is the main character, a boy around 13 years old, easy to fright, and goes through his life suffering lots of sadness. He is in love with a girl named Estella and wants her to find his love, but for him being shy and not showing himself to her, it makes it very hard for him. 

Pip meets an escaped convict, Magwitch, and gives him food, in an encounter that is to haunt both their lives. When Pip receives riches from a mysterious benefactor he snobbishly abandons his friends for London society and his 'great expectations'. He grows through misfortune and suffering to maturity in the theme of Dickens’ best-loved novels. Dickens blends gripping drama with penetrating satire to give a compelling story rich in comedy and pathos: he has also created two of his finest, most haunting characters in Pip and Miss Havisham.

      9. Title: A Tale of Two Cities   Author: Charles Dickens  Genre: Historical Fiction/Novel
           Target Grade: 9-12 
· A Tale of Two Cities *and Related Readings          Total: 88     Available: 88                                            

· A Classic Retelling: A Tale of Two Cities (Nextext)   Total: 127   Available: 127
Teacher Resource Book: Available: None
Synopsis: *Nextext Classic Retellings are high-interest adaptations of classic literary works. Each carefully crafted volume retains the spirit of the original while making its themes, plot, and characters accessible to a wider range of today’s students. Vocabulary support is provided throughout. 


A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens, deals with the major themes of duality, revolution, and resurrection. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times in London and Paris, as economic and political unrest lead to the American and French Revolutions. The main characters in Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities — Doctor Manette, Charles Darnay, and Sydney Carton — are all recalled to life, or resurrected, in different ways as turmoil erupts.

10. Title: East of Eden (1952)      Author: John Steinbeck    Genre: Allegorical Novel
Target Grade: 7-12          DVD:          CD:           Total: 67         Available: 67                    
Synopsis: Spanning the period between the American Civil War and the end of World War I, the novel highlights the conflicts of two generations of brothers; the first being the kind, gentle Adam Trask and his wild brother Charles. Adam eventually marries Cathy Ames, an evil, manipulative, and beautiful prostitute; she betrays him, joining Charles on the very night of their wedding. Later, after giving birth to twin boys, she shoots Adam and leaves him to return to her former profession. In the shadow of this heritage Adam raises their sons, the fair-haired, winning, yet intractable Aron, and the dark, clever Caleb. This second generation of brothers vie for their father's approval. In bitterness Caleb reveals the truth about their mother to Aron, who then joins the army and is killed in France.
11. Title:  The Pearl (1947)           Author:  John Steinbeck      Genre: Parable
Target Grade: 7-12                DVD:          CD:           Total: 128        Available: 0

· Mr. Gonzalez -40

· Ms. Offor -88
Synopsis: It is about a poor man named Kino who finds the perfect pearl, and the troubles that seem to follow him after he finds it. It is set in La Paz, in fairly recent times. The ending, while saddening, perfectly finishes the idea of the story, that jealousy, greed, and misfortune tend to follow the fortunate.
12. Title: Of Mice and Men (1937)    Author: John Steinbeck       Genre: Fiction/Tragedy 
Target Grade: 7-12         DVD:          CD:          Total: 57    Available: 0 
· Ms. Offor-57                   
Synopsis: This is the story of a two lonely and alienated men who work as farm laborers, drifting from job to job in California. Lennie is gentle giant, physically strong but mentally retarded. George guides and protects Lennie but also depends on him for companionship. Together, they have a dream to someday buy a little farm where they can grow crops and raise rabbits and live happily ever after.
13. Title:  Author: George Orwell   Genre: Science Fiction/Political Satire  Grade Level: 7-12                                    
· Animal Farm *and Related Readings (1997) by  Mcdougal Littell Total: 68  Available: 68                                    
· Animal Farm (1945—Signet Classic)   Total: 199         Available: 199

· Animal Farm (1945—Sixth Volume)     Total: 9         Available: 9                                                                
 DVD:          CD:           
Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

 Animal Farm is George Orwell's satire on equality, where all barnyard animals live free from their human masters' tyranny. Inspired to rebel by Major, an old boar, animals on Mr. Jones' Manor Farm embrace Animalism and stage a revolution to achieve an idealistic state of justice and progress. A power-hungry pig, Napoleon, becomes a totalitarian dictator who leads the Animal Farm into "All Animals Are Equal / But Some Are More Equal Than Others" oppression.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
14. Title: Author: George Orwell  Genre: Science Fiction/ Political Satire Target Grade: 8-12                                             
· 1984 *and Related Readings (2006) by Mcdougal Littell  Total: 33    Available: 33 
· 1984 (1949—Signet Classic)     Total: 68         Available: 68                  

                                                                                                                     DVD:           CD:           
Synopsis: Nineteen Eighty-Four is a classic dystopian novel set in the eponymous year and focuses on a repressive, totalitarian regime. The story follows the life of one seemingly insignificant man, Winston Smith, a civil servant assigned the task of falsifying records and political literature, thus effectively perpetuating propaganda, in which he grows disillusioned with his meager existence and so begins a rebellion against the system.

The novel has become famous for its portrayal of surveillance and society's increasing encroachment on the rights of the individual.

15. Title: Author: Aldous Huxley   Genre: Science Fiction/Dystopian Society Target Grade: 8-12         
· Brave New World (1932)      Total: 311         Available: 311          
· Brave New World (1932—Perma Bound)      Total: 29             Available: 29 

DVD:          CD:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Synopsis: In Brave New World, Huxley contrives to exploit the anxieties of his bourgeois audience about both Soviet Communism and Fordist American capitalism. He taps into, and then feeds, our revulsion at Pavlovian-style behavioral conditioning and eugenics. "Community, Identity, Stability" is the motto of Aldous Huxley's utopian World State. Here everyone consumes daily grams of soma, to fight depression, babies are born in laboratories, and the most popular form of entertainment is a "Feelie," a movie that stimulates the senses of sight, hearing, and touch. Though there is no violence and everyone is provided for, Bernard Marx feels something is missing and senses his relationship with a young women has the potential to be much more than the confines of their existence allow. Huxley foreshadowed many of the practices and gadgets we take for granted today.
16. Title: The Hobbit (1937)          Author: J.R.R. Tolkien           Genre: Fantasy
Target Grade: 6-12        DVD:          CD:           Total: 66         Available: 66                   
Synopsis: Bilbo Baggins lives his calm and peaceful life in a comfortable hole near the bustling hobbit village of Hobbiton, smoking a pipe, drinking good bear and looking for a meal. His life style and interests are typical for hobbits - small and chubby people about half the size of humans who usually dress in bright colors and wear no shoes, because their large feet grow thick brown hair, and feel great love to good food and drink. In the beginning of the story Bilbo has a very weak character; his main features are shyness and fear susceptibility. Like most of his kind, he is fond of gardening and doesn't wish any excitement or adventure.
17. Title: The Member of the Wedding (1952)     Author: Carson McCullers   Genre: Drama 
Target Grade: 6-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 64       Available: 64                     
Synopsis: Twelve-year-old Frankie Addams is utterly, hopelessly bored with life until she hears about her older brother's wedding. Bolstered by lively conversations with the family's servant, Bernice, and her six-year-old cousin John Henry — not to mention her own unbridled imagination — Frankie takes an overly active role in the wedding, even hoping to go on the honeymoon, so deep is her desire to be a member of something larger, more accepting than herself.
18. Title: Working:  People Talk About What They Do All Day and How They Feel About What They Do (1974)      Author: Studs Terkel    Genre: Oral History       Target Grade: 9-12   
   DVD:          CD:                                                                    Total: 14        Available: 14                      
Synopsis: Studs Terkel records the voices of America. Men and women from every walk of life talk to him, telling him of their likes and dislikes, fears, problems, and happiness on the job. Once again, Terkel has created a rich and unique document that is as simple as conversation, but as subtle and heartfelt as the meaning of our lives. 

19. Title: Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America (2001) Author: Barbara Ehrenreich                                     Genre: Non-Fiction             Target Grade: 9-12              DVD:                    CD:        

                                                                                        Total: 21         Available: 21                   
Synopsis: Millions of Americans work for poverty-level wages, and one day Barbara Ehrenreich decided to join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which promised that any job equals a better life. But how can anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6 to $7 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich moved from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, taking the cheapest lodgings available and accepting work as a waitress, hotel maid, house cleaner, nursing-home aide, and Wal-Mart salesperson. She soon discovered that even the "lowliest" occupations require exhausting mental and physical efforts. And one job is not enough; you need at least two if you intend to live indoors. 

Nickel and Dimed reveals low-wage America in all its tenacity, anxiety, and surprising generosity— a land of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand desperate strategies for survival. Instantly acclaimed for its insight, humor, and passion, this book is changing the way America perceives its working poor.

20. Title: Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux (1979)
 Author: John C. Neihardt         Genre: Biography         Target Grade: 9-12     
                                                     DVD:          CD:                 Total:  53      Available: 53                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Synopsis: Beautifully told through the celebrated poet and writer John G. Neihardt, Black Elk Speaks offers much more than a life story. Black Elk’s profound and arresting religious visions of the unity of humanity and the world around him have transformed his account into a venerated spiritual classic. Whether appreciated as a collaborative autobiography, a history of a Native American nation, or an enduring spiritual testament for all humankind, Black Elk Speaks is unforgettable.
21. Title:  The Outsiders (1967)       Author: S.E. Hinton         Genre: Historical Fiction 
  Target Grade: 8-12      DVD:          CD:           Total: 67       Available: 67                      

Synopsis: S. E. Hinton irrevocably altered the course of juvenile literature in America with her first novel. The Outsiders was published when she was seventeen and was her stark answer to the fluffy high school stories about proms and dates typical of the 1960s. "Where is reality?" she asked in an essay explaining her motivation in the New York Times Book Review. In other narratives for teens, she could not find "the drive-in social jungle ... the behind-the-scenes politicking that goes on in big schools, the cruel social system," or the teenagers who lived in those settings. In contrast, her story was real, graphic, emotional, and true to the challenges of being a teenager in twentieth-century America. In addition, it was an exciting narrative that captured teenagers' attention. It drew a wide audience, particularly boys who were reluctant readers. 

22. Title: Homeless Bird (2001)      Author:  Gloria Whelan       Genre: Realistic Fiction
Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:           Total: 268       Available: 268                    

Synopsis: Like many girls her age in India, thirteen-year-old-Koly is getting married. Full of hope and courage, she leaves home—forever. But in a grim turn of events Koly finds herself cast out into a current of cruel tradition. Her future, it would seem, is lost. Yet this rare young woman, bewildered and brave, sets out to forge her own exceptional future.
23. Title: The Mistress of Spices (1998)     Author: Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni   Genre: Fiction 

Target Grade: 7-12     DVD:          CD:           Total:  41        Available: 41                     

Synopsis: Magical, tantalizing, and sensual, The Mistress of Spices is the story of Tilo, a young woman born in another time, in a faraway place, who is trained in the ancient art of spices and ordained as a mistress charged with special powers.  Once fully initiated in a rite of fire, the now immortal Tilo—in the gnarled and arthritic body of an old woman—travels through time to Oakland, California, where she opens a shop from which she administers spices as curatives to her customers.  An unexpected romance with a handsome stranger eventually forces her to choose between the supernatural life of an immortal and the vicissitudes of modern life.  
24. Title: The Power of One (1989)     Author: Bryce Courtenay    Genre: Historical Fiction 
Target Grade: 8-12      DVD:          CD:           Total: 11       Available: 11                    

Synopsis: An intriguing story of a young English boy named Peekay and his passion for changing the world. Growing up he suffered as the only English boy in an Afrikaans school. Soon orphaned, he was placed in the care of a German national named Professor von Vollensteen (a.k.a. "Doc"), a friend of his grandfather. Doc develops Peekay's piano talent and Peekay becomes "assistant gardener" in Doc's cactus garden. It is not long after WWII begins that Doc is placed in prison for failure to register with the English government as a foreigner. Peekay makes frequent visits and meets Geel Piet, an inmate, who teaches him to box. Geel Piet spreads the myth of the Rainmaker, the one who brings peace to all of the tribes. Peekay is cast in the light of this myth.
25. Title: The Sound and the Fury (1959)   Author: William Faulkner    Genre: Narrative Style 
 Target Grade: 10-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 37        Available: 37                    
Synopsis: The ostensible subject of The Sound and the Fury is the dissolution of the Compsons, one of those august old Mississippi families that fell on hard times and wild eccentricity after the Civil War. But in fact what William Faulkner is really after in his legendary novel is the kaleidoscope of consciousness--the overwrought mind caught in the act of thought. His rich, dark, scandal-ridden story of squandered fortune, incest (in thought if not in deed), madness, congenital brain damage, theft, illegitimacy, and stoic endurance is told in the interior voices of three Compson brothers: first Benjy, the "idiot" man-child who blurs together three decades of inchoate sensations as he stalks the fringes of the family's former pasture; next Quentin, torturing himself brilliantly, obsessively over Caddy's lost virginity and his own failure to recover the family's honor as he wanders around the seedy fringes of Boston; and finally Jason, heartless, shrewd, sneaking, nursing a perpetual sense of injury and outrage against his outrageous family.
26. Title: The Old Man and the Sea (1952)  Author: Ernest Hemingway   Genre: Tragedy/Fiction
Target Grade: 6-12              DVD:          CD:           Total: 68       Available: 68                    
Synopsis: The Old Man and the Sea, is a story of friendship between a young boy and an aging fisherman tormented by hunger and weeks of ill luck. Santiago, a once strong, proud man is coming to terms with his failing abilities and age.

After many weeks of returning home to his small village, day after day with nothing in his boat, Santiago is forced to accept the other villager's small charities. He resolves to sail far out to sea in search of a catch that will redeem his self-confidence. Early the next morning, he descends to his fishing skiff, and rows out, into the dark sea, saying good-bye to his friend, the small boy, and the safety of the beach, perhaps for the last time.
27. Title: The Sun Also Rises (1926)       Author: Ernest Hemingway     Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 7-9                     DVD:          CD:                Total: 15         Available: 15                   
Synopsis: The Sun Also Rises first appeared in 1926, and yet it's as fresh and clean and fine as it ever was, maybe finer. Hemingway's famously plain declarative sentences linger in the mind like poetry: "Brett was damned good-looking. She wore a slipover jersey sweater and a tweed skirt, and her hair was brushed back like a boy's. She started all that." His cast of thirty-something dissolute expatriates—Brett and her drunken fiancé, Mike Campbell, the unhappy Princeton Jewish boxer Robert Cohn, the sardonic novelist Bill Gorton—are as familiar as the "cool crowd" we all once knew. No wonder this quintessential lost-generation novel has inspired several generations of imitators, in style as well as lifestyle.

28. Title: A Moveable Feast (1964)     Author: Ernest Hemingway   Genre: Non-fiction/Memoir 
Target Grade: 7-12                                  DVD:          CD:          Total: 27         Available: 27                    
Synopsis: In the preface to A Moveable Feast, Hemingway remarks casually that "if the reader prefers, this book may be regarded as fiction"—and, indeed, fact or fiction, it doesn't matter, for his slim memoir of Paris in the 1920s is as enchanting as anything made up and has become the stuff of legend. Paris in the '20s! Hemingway and his first wife, Hadley, lived happily on $5 a day and still had money for drinks at the Closerie des Lilas, skiing in the Alps, and fishing trips to Spain. On every corner and at every café table, there were the most extraordinary people living wonderful lives and telling fantastic stories.

29. Title: The Great Gatsby (1925)     Author: Ernest Hemingway    Genre: Literary Fiction 
Target Grade: 8-12          DVD:         Audio: The Great Gatsby (6 CDs)

                                                                                                      Total: 85         Available: 85                    
Synopsis: F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby follows Jay Gatsby, a man who orders his life around one desire: to be reunited with Daisy Buchannan, the love he lost five years earlier. Gatsby's quest leads him from poverty to wealth, into the arms of his beloved, and eventually to death. Published in 1925, The Great Gatsby is a classic piece of American fiction. It is a novel of triumph and tragedy, noted for the remarkable way Fitzgerald captured a cross-section of American society.
30. Title: The Catcher in the Rye (1951)       Author: J.D. Salinger        Genre: Fiction  

Target Grade: 7-12            DVD:          CD:           Total: 180         Available: 180                    
Synopsis: In J.D. Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield recounts the days following his expulsion from Pencey Prep, a private school. After a fight with his roommate, Stradlater, Holden leaves school two days early to explore New York before returning home, interacting with teachers, prostitutes, nuns, an old girlfriend, and his sister along the way. J.D. Salinger's classic The Catcher in the Rye illustrates a teenager's dramatic struggle against death and growing up.
31. Title: Siddhartha (1974—Perma Bound) Author: Hermann Hesse Genre: Fiction/Buddhism
Target Grade: 9-12           DVD: Siddhartha                CD:           Total: 23         Available: 23                    
Synopsis: With parallels to the enlightenment of the Buddha, Hesse's Siddhartha is the story of a young Brahmin's quest for the ultimate reality. Steeped in the tenets of both psychoanalysis and Eastern mysticism, Siddhartha presents an original view of man and culture, and the arduous process of self-discovery that leads to reconciliation, harmony, and peace.
32. Title: Siddhartha (1971—Bantam)   Author:  Hermann Hesse   Genre: Fiction/Buddhism
Target Grade: 8-12         DVD:          CD:               Total: 49         Available: 49                   
Synopsis: With parallels to the enlightenment of the Buddha, Hesse's Siddhartha is the story of a young Brahmin's quest for the ultimate reality. Steeped in the tenets of both psychoanalysis and Eastern mysticism, Siddhartha presents an original view of man and culture, and the arduous process of self-discovery that leads to reconciliation, harmony, and peace.
33. Title: Four Classic American Novels: The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Red Badge of Courage, Billy Budd (2001—Signet Classic)   Author: An Introduction by William Thorp        Genre: Fiction    Target Grade: 6-12         DVD:          CD:     
                                                                                                       Total: 61         Available: 61                    
Synopsis: These shining examples of American literature at its best capture the timeless themes that still fascinate us today—sex, adventure, war, morality, and combine them with compelling plots. From a community pariah and a runaway boy to a terrified soldier and a maltreated sailor, the unforgettable characters in these classic stories have become a part of popular culture. 

34. Title: The Red Badge of Courage (1895)  Author: Stephen Craine  Genre: Psychological Realism  Target Grade: 7-12  DVD: The Red Badge of Courage    Audio:  The Badge of Courage performed by Frank Muller (4 CDs)                                     Total:  48        Available: 48                    
Synopsis: The Red Badge of Courage is a short novel with elements of the bildungsroman. The book focuses on the character development of a young soldier after he enlists in the Union Army in 1863, during the American Civil War. The novel presents a realistic portrait of the youth and the battle he fights with the enemy and with himself. 

35. Title: Maggie: A Girl of the Streets and Other Short Fiction (1986—Bantam Classic)            Author: Stephen Crane   Genre: Fiction  Target Grade: 9-12          DVD:          CD:
                                                                                     Total: 38                      Available: 38                   
Synopsis: Stephen Crane's first novel is the tale of a pretty young slum girl driven to brutal excesses by poverty and loneliness. It was considered so sexually frank and realistic, that the book had to be privately printed at first.
36. Title: Homecoming (1973)   Author: Cynthia Voigt      Genre: Realistic Fiction
Target Grade: 6-9                DVD:          CD:           Total: 21         Available: 21                   
Synopsis: Have you ever been deserted and left on your own? What would you do if you were deserted and left for dead somewhere by a person you thought you could trust? In the story The Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt, these kids had to go through with this when there mother left them in the middle of nowhere. This survival story is set in Connecticut but later moves on to Massachusetts. It is an amazing tale about four kids who were deserted but soon find support in the cold hard world they had been left in.

37. Title: Homecoming *and Related Readings  Author: Cynthia Voigt        Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 6-9              DVD:          CD:           Total: 77         Available: 77                    
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
Homecoming: Four abandoned children in search of a home. Novel by Cynthia Voigt. Shells: A boy and his aunt thrown together by fate. Short story by Cynthia Rylant. Little Sister: A sister's love and protection. Poem by Nikki Grimes. A Christmas Tree for Lydia: Times are hard for Eddy's family, but he has a plan... Short story by Elizabeth Enright. The Journey: A long journey and a "faded dream". Poem by Hu Feng. from The Resillent Child: How do some kids find the strength to overcome obstacles? Essay by Kevin Bushwelter. Train Time: A Native American boy and a man who wants to help. Short story by D'Arcy McNickle. A Celebration of Grandfathers: A Grandfather's "wise path of life". Nonfiction by Rudolfo Anays.
38. Title:          Author: Nathaniel Hawthorne        Genre: Gothic/ Romance/Historical  
· The Scarlet Letter (Nextext)   Total: 269         Available: 269 

· The Scarlet Letter (2004—Perma Bound)   Total: 35         Available: 35 

· The Scarlet Letter and Related Readings  ( 1997)      Total: 56     Available: 56         
Teacher Resources:

· Cliffs Notes—“The Scarlet Letter”         Available:    1   

· Elements of Literature—Elements of the Novel: A Study Guide to “The Scarlet Letter” Available: 1

· Literature Connections/SourceBook—“The Scarlet Letter” Available: 10            

      Target Grade: 6-10           DVD:         Audio: The Scarlet Letter (8 CDs)

Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.


For nearly a century and a half, Hawthorne's masterpiece has mesmerized readers and critics alike. One of the greatest American novels, its themes of sin, guilt, and redemption, woven through a story of adultery in the early days of the Massachusetts Colony, are revealed with remarkable psychological penetration and understanding of the human heart.
39. Title: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Nextext) Author: Mark Twain Genre: Historical Fiction        Target Grade: 6-12            CD:                          Total: 85           Available: 85

DVDs: 

1. Mark Twain by PBS
2. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Understanding a Classic
Synopsis: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn follow on Mark Twain's earlier novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. This book inspired controversy with its rich local color and often scathing examinations of racism. The story of Huckleberry Finn abounds with enduring lessons and images and is one of Mark Twain's greatest novels.
40. Title: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn *and Related Readings (1997)  Author: Mark Twain  
Genre: Fiction      Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:      Total: 170      Available: 170      
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn follow on Mark Twain's earlier novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. This book inspired controversy with its rich local color and often scathing examinations of racism. The story of Huckleberry Finn abounds with enduring lessons and images and is one of Mark Twain's greatest novels.
41. Title: Jane Eyre (1847)  Author:  Charlotte Bronte  Genre: Romance/Gothic Fiction  
Target Grade: 8-12          DVD:          CD:           Total: 17         Available: 17 

Synopsis: Jane Eyre hardly seems the stuff from which revolutions are made. But the story is very much about the nature of human freedom and equality, and if Jane was seen as something of a renegade in nineteenth-century England, it is because her story is that of a woman who struggles for self-definition and determination in a society that too often denies her that right. But self-determination does not mean untrammeled freedom for men or women. Rochester, that thorny masculine beast whom Jane eventually falls for, is a man who sets his own laws and manipulates the lives of those around him; before he can enter into a marriage of equals with Jane he must undergo a spiritual transformation. Should the lesson sound dry, it's not. Jane Eyre is full of drama: fires, storms, attempted murder, and a mad wife conveniently stashed away in the attic. This is very sexy stuff - another reason Victorian critics weren't quite sure what to make of it.
42. Title:  Jane Eyre *and Related Readings (2009)    Author: Charlotte Bronte   Genre: Fiction  

Target Grade: 6-12           DVD:          CD:           Total: 55        Available: 55

Teacher Resources: Cliff’s Notes for Jane Eyre   Available: 1
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

Set in 19th-century England, Jane Eyre tells a story of spirit and passion. Jane, an orphan, a teacher, and a governess claims her right to feel strong emotions and to act on her own convictions.

43. Title: The Call of the Wild: Classic Retelling (Nextext)       Author: Jack London 
 Genre: Adventure   Target Grade: 7-9      DVD:          CD:      Total: 64     Available: 64                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Synopsis: The Call of the Wild tells the story of a dog named Buck. He is stolen from his home in the Santa Clara Valley of California, and taken to the Alaskan gold fields to be a sled dog. This story tells the life of Buck as he is passed from owner to owner. He eventually finds a kind master, John Thornton. Read The Call of the Wild to discover what Buck does when the master he loves is killed. 

44. Title: Speak (1999)        Author:  Laurie Halsen Anderson      Genre: Realistic Fiction 
Target Grade: 8-12     DVD:          CD:                      Total: 309        Available: 309                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Synopsis: A few weeks before her freshman year of high school, Melinda Sordino and her friend Rachel are invited to a high school party. There, Melinda gets drunk and meets a senior, Andy Evans, who takes her to a secluded part of the woods and rapes her. She calls 911 and the police break up the party for underage drinking, arresting some of the kids. Numb and alone, Melinda walks miles home to an empty house. In the following weeks she tells no one what happened, and as a result, no one realizes she was raped. She becomes depressed.
45. Title: The Bell Jar (1963)     Author: Silvia Plath        Genre: Semi-Autobiography 

Target Grade: 8-12      DVD:          CD:               Total: 40        Available: 40                     

Synopsis: A vulnerable young girl wins a dream assignment on a big-time New York fashion magazine and finds herself plunged into a nightmare. An autobiographical account of Sylvia Plath's own mental breakdown and suicide attempt, The Bell Jar is more than a confessional novel, it is a comic but painful statement of what happens to a woman's aspirations in a society that refuses to take them seriously... a society that expects electroshock to cure the despair of a sensitive, questioning young artist whose search for identity becomes a terrifying descent toward madness.
46. Title: Lord of the Flies (1954)   Author:  William Golding   Genre: Allegory/Adventure Story 

Target Grade: 8-12     DVD:    CD:       Total: 117 (-37 to Ms. Brown)       Available: 80 
Synopsis: William Golding sets his novel Lord of the Flies at a time when Europe is in the midst of nuclear destruction. A group of boys, being evacuated from England to Australia, crash lands on a tropical island. No adults survive the crash, and the novel is the story of the boys' descent into chaos, disorder, and evil.
47. Title: Girl, Interrupted (1994)    Author: Susanna Keysen       Genre: Memoir/Autobiography
Target Grade: 7-12      DVD:          CD:                      Total: 38       Available: 38                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Synopsis: In April 1967, 18-year-old Susanna Kaysen is admitted to McLean Hospital, in Belmont, Massachusetts, after attempting suicide. She denies that it was a suicide attempt to a psychiatrist, who suggests she take time to regroup in McLean, a private mental hospital. Susanna is diagnosed with borderline personality disorder, and her stay extends to 18 months.

Susanna reflects on the nature of her illness, including difficulty making sense of visual patterns, and suggests that sanity is a falsehood constructed to help the "healthy" feel "normal." She also questions how doctors treat mental illness, and whether they are treating the brain or the mind.

48. Title: Party Girl (1999)               Author: Lynne Ewing             Genre: Juvenile Fiction 
Target Grade: 7-12            DVD:          CD:                     Total: 161             Available: 161 
Synopsis: The room smells of sweat, smoke, beer, and longing. The music pulses, the lights flash, and Kata and Ana dance. For a moment the raucous crowd is tamed, and together the two girls soar above their lives—but then the deafening applause sends the dancers crashing down to earth, back to the gang wars, the gunfire, and the only way of life they know.

In a neighborhood consumed by violence, every day may be a gang member's last. And sometimes the only life you can hope to save is your own.

49. Title: Carlota (1977)                 Author: Scott O’Dell               Genre: Fiction 
Target Grade: 5-12            DVD:          CD:             Total: 13             Available: 13

Synopsis: Raised to take the place of her dead brother, Carlota de Zubaran can do anything that Carlos could have done. She races her stallion through the California lowlands, dives into shark-infested waters searching for gold, and fights in the battles that rage between the Mexicans and the Americans. At sixteen, she is fearless—and that pleases her father very much. 

Yet while Carlota thoroughly enjoys her freedom, she wants to be more than her father's "son." She wants to be herself, brave and courageous but free to show feelings of tenderness and compassion as well. Her father thinks such feelings are shameful, so Carlota must defy him. That will be the most difficult battle of all. 
50. Title:  Ashes of Roses (2004)    Author: Mary Jane Auch       Genre: Historical Fiction  
Target Grade: 7-12             DVD:          CD:           Total: 35             Available: 35                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Synopsis: Sixteen-year-old Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds work at New York City’s Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which 146 employees died. 

Sixteen-year-old Rose Nolan and her family are grateful to have finally reached America, the great land of opportunity. Their happiness is shattered when part of their family is forced to return to Ireland. Rose wants to succeed and stays in New York with her younger sister Maureen. The sisters struggle to survive and barely do so by working at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory. Then, just as Rose is forming friendships and settling in, a devastating fire forces her, Maureen, and their friends to fight for their lives. Surrounded by pain, tragedy, and ashes, Rose wonders if there’s anything left for her in this great land of America.
51. Title: All the Pretty Horses (1992)    Author: Cormac McCarthy   

 Genre: Self-reflexive Western Novel      Target Grade: 7-12            DVD:          CD:
                                                                                                      Total: 46            Available: 46

Synopsis: Cormac McCarthy's acclaimed Border trilogy is now complete. The first and most admired book of the series is McCarthy's National Book Award-winning All The Pretty Horses. In highly evocative prose that puts the reader firmly in the saddle, All The Pretty Horses follows the progress of laconic 16-year-old Texan John Grady Cole, his pal Lacey Rawlins, and the mysterious young sharp shooter Jimmy Blevins as they ride across the border into Mexico in search of adventure.
52. Title: Ceremony (1977)      Author: Leslie Marmon Silko        Genre: Storytelling
Target Grade: 9-12             DVD:          CD:                      Total: 43            Available: 43                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Synopsis: The novel tells the story of Tayo, a veteran of mixed ancestry returning from fighting against Japan in World War II. Returning to the poverty-stricken reservation at Laguna, Tayo is recovering from shell-shock and is haunted with memories of his cousin, who died in the conflict. Seeking an escape from his pain, Tayo initially takes refuge in alcoholism. Gradually, helped by the mixed-blood shaman Betonie, he comes to a greater understanding of the world and his own place within it.
53. Title: Miss Lonelyhearts & The Day of the Locust (1975)    Author: Nathaniel West                             Genre: Short Story/Novella     Target Grade: 8-12       DVD: The Day of the Locust

                                                                                                 Total: 67            Available: 67                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Synopsis: "Somehow or other I seem to have slipped in between all the 'schools,'" observed Nathanael West the year before his untimely death in 1940. "My books meet no needs except my own, their circulation is practically private and I'm lucky to be published." Yet today, West is widely recognized as a prophetic writer whose dark and comic vision of a society obsessed with mass-produced fantasies foretold much of what was to come in American life. Miss Lonelyhearts (1933), which West envisioned as "a novel in the form of a comic strip," tells of an advice-to-the-lovelorn columnist who becomes tragically embroiled in the desperate lives of his readers. The Day of the Locust (1939) is West's great dystopian Hollywood novel based on his experiences at the seedy fringes of the movie industry.
54. Title: A Lesson Before Dying (1997)   Author:  Ernest J. Gaines     Genre: Historical Fiction  
Target Grade: 8-12       DVD: A Lesson Before Dying   Audio: A Lesson Before Dying (7 CDs)
                     Total: 33             Available: 33                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Synopsis: A great book combines enlightenment with enchantment. It awakens our imagination and enlarges our humanity. It can even offer harrowing insights that somehow console and comfort us. Fiction has the signal ability to embody social ideas in a compelling narrative that possesses both emotional and intellectual power. Ernest J. Gaines's A Lesson Before Dying offers a painful yet inspirational tale of institutional injustice and personal redemption. It addresses the biggest theme possible—how one affirms life in the face of death. 

55. Title: Love Medicine (1984)        Author: Louise Erdrich        Genre: Fiction
Target Grade:  8-12    DVD:          CD:           Total: 35       Available: 35                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Synopsis: Love Medicine is made up of a disjointed but interconnected series of short narratives, each told from the perspective of a different character, and moving backwards and forward in time through every decade between the 1930s and the present day, the book told the stories of several families living near each other on a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation.

56. Title: The Stranger (1942)   Author: Albert Camus      Genre: Absurdity/Fiction
Target Grade: 7-12   DVD:          CD:                                  Total: 63         Available: 63                    
Synopsis: The Stranger poses one poignant, implicit (sometimes not too subtle) question: what if life has no greater meaning than the stream of one’s experiences? What would life look like if you made no appeal to a higher power, greater order, or eternal values? Albert Camus provides the answer through the eyes of his protagonist, Mr. Meursault right from the first paragraph, “Mother died today. Or maybe yesterday, I don’t know. I had a telegram from home: ‘mother passed away. Funeral tomorrow. Yours sincerely.’ That doesn’t mean anything. It may have been yesterday.”

57. Title: Phoenix Rising (1994)     Author: Karen Hesse        Genre: Realistic Fiction
Target Grade: 6-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 12            Available: 12                    
Synopsis: Nyle's life with her grandmother on their Vermont sheep farm advances rhythmically through the seasons until the night of the accident at the Cookshire nuclear power plant. Without warning, Nyle's modest world fills with protective masks, evacuations, contaminated food, disruptions, and mistrust. Karen Hesse's voice and vision are grounded in truth; she takes on a difficult subject, contains it, and makes it resonate with honesty. Part love story, part coming of age, this is a tour de force by a gifted writer.
58. Title:  Born on the Fourth of July (1976)  Author: Ron Kovic   Genre: Drama/Autobiography  
Target Grade: 9-12             DVD:          CD:           Total: 20         Available: 20                     
Synopsis: "I wrote all night long, seven days a week, single space, no paragraphs, front and back of the pages, pounding the keys so hard the tips of my fingers would hurt. I couldn't stop writing, and I remember feeling more alive than I had ever felt. Convinced that I was destined to die young, I struggled to leave something of meaning behind, to rise above the darkness and despair. I wanted people to understand. I wanted to share with them as nakedly and openly and intimately as possible what I had gone through, what I had endured. I wanted them to know what it really meant to be in a war — to be shot and wounded, to be fighting for my life on the intensive care ward — not the myth we had grown up believing. I wanted people to know about the hospitals and the enema room, about why I had become opposed to the war, why I had grown more and more committed to peace and nonviolence."
59. Title: All Quiet on the Western Front (1929)   Author: Erich Maria Remarque           
Genre: Historical Fiction  Target Grade: 8-12        Total: 18         Available: 18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Synopsis: Considered one of the greatest war stories ever written -- and one of the classics of antiwar literature--this masterpiece tells the story of young Paul Baumer, who enlists in the German Army in World War I and takes place with his comrades in the trenches.

60. Title: Frankenstein (Bantam Classic—1984) Author: Mary Shelley   Genre: Science Fiction 
Target Grade: 7-12                      DVD:          CD:                   Total: 14        Available: 14                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Synopsis: Frankenstein was written by Mary Shelley shortly after her baby died. It is said to be the first Gothic English novel. It examines the nature of humanity - what defines us as human. It is also about men having the power to 'give birth' and how monstrous that would be! Also, Shelley wrote the novel while England was undergoing its industrial revolution. The world shifted into the age of reason which sparked a serious dialogue in most writings of the time. Writers generally follow a more "spiritual (for lack of a better word)" path, quite opposite that of the scientific world. Shelley created a world in which the two very obviously collide and raised an amazing question "Just because we can or have the ability to do something, does it mean we should."
61. Title:  The Giver * and Related Readings (1993)   Author:  Lois Lowry   Genre: Soft Science Fiction/Dystopian Fiction               Target Grade: 6-12                 DVD:          CD:        
                                                                                                     Total: 4         Available: 4  
Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 8
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his Utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy. With echoes of Brave New World, in this 1994 Newberry Medal winner, Lowry examines the idea that people might freely choose to give up their humanity in order to create a more stable society. Gradually Jonas learns just how costly this ordered and pain-free society can be, and boldly decides he cannot pay the price.
62. Title: Hearts of Darkness and The Secret Sharer (1899)   Author: Joseph Conrad
 Genre: Fiction                    Target Grade: 7-12                               DVD:          CD:         
                                                                                         Total: 18           Available: 18                    
Synopsis:  Heart of Darkness—The story of the civilized, enlightened Mr. Kurtz who embarks on a harrowing "night journey" into the savage heart of Africa, only to find his dark and evil soul. The Secret Sharer—The saga of a young, inexperienced skipper forced to decide the fate of a fugitive sailor who killed a man in self-defense. As he faces his first moral test the skipper discovers a terrifying truth—and comes face to face with the secret itself. Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer draw on actual events and people that Conrad met or heard about during his many far-flung travels. In portraying men whose incredible journeys on land and at sea are also symbolic voyages into their own mysterious depths, these two masterful works give credence to Conrad's acclaim as a major psychological writer.

63. Title:  Catch-22 (1961)          Author:  Joseph Heller           Genre: War Novel

Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:               Total: 73        Available: 73                     
Synopsis: Catch-22 is a military term that is confusing and difficult to describe. In short, its basic meaning is that if there was a rule, no matter what the rule is, there is always an exception to it. It is a mysterious regulation that is in essence a circular argument. In Catch-22 this catch keeps Yossarian in the war because a concern for one's own life proved that he is not really crazy, and to get out of combat you have to be crazy. The catch is used by the superior powers to uphold and increase their power, and yet it is harmful to those who do not have power in the first place. It creates situations where, when you think everything is perfect, Catch-22 pops up and makes your plans impossible.
64. Title: Holes (1998)   Author: Louis Sachar             Genre:  Fantasy/ Fiction        
Target Grade: 6-12           DVD:               CD:                       Total: 10     Available: 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Synopsis: Stanley Yelnats was given a choice. The judge said, “You may go to jail, or you may go to Camp Green Lake.” Stanley was from a poor family. He had never been to camp before. 
And so, Stanley Yelnats seems set to serve an easy sentence, which is only fair because he is as innocent as you or me. But Stanley is not going where he thinks he is. Camp Green Lake is like no other camp anywhere. It is a bizarre, almost otherworldly place that has no lake and nothing that is green. Nor is it a camp, at least not the kind of camp kids look forward to in the summertime. It is a place that once held "the largest lake in Texas," but today it is only a scorching desert wasteland, dotted with countless holes dug by the boys who live at the camp. 

65. Title:  The Metamorphosis (Perma Bound—1915)   Author: Franz Kafka   Genre: Allegorical 

Target Grade: 7-12              DVD:          CD:           Total: 46    Available: 46                    
Synopsis: The story begins with Gregor waking up in bed and finding out that he’s just turned into a vermin, probably a roach.  Despite his state, Gregor feels that he can still go to work.  However, he proves unable to do this when he finds he has so much trouble getting out of bed and opening the door.  Furthermore, no one can understand him. Gregor’s employer who had come to Gregor’s house to fetch him to work, leaves in a very nervous state and Gregor worries about losing his job.  His family, however, cannot believe that the bug is Gregor and shoves him back into his room when Gregor tries to step out badly bruising Gregor.  Gregor returns to his room and goes to sleep.  The family is now faced with the problem of the lack of money since Gregor was the only member of the family that worked.
66. Title: The Metamorphosis (Bantam Classics—1915) Author: Franz Kafka   Genre: Allegorical 
Target Grade:  7-12                            DVD:          CD:           Total:  39         Available: 39                   
Synopsis: The story begins with Gregor waking up in bed and finding out that he’s just turned into a vermin, probably a roach.  Despite his state, Gregor feels that he can still go to work.  However, he proves unable to do this when he finds he has so much trouble getting out of bed and opening the door.  Furthermore, no one can understand him. Gregor’s employer who had come to Gregor’s house to fetch him to work, leaves in a very nervous state and Gregor worries about losing his job.  His family, however, cannot believe that the bug is Gregor and shoves him back into his room when Gregor tries to step out badly bruising Gregor.  Gregor returns to his room and goes to sleep.  The family is now faced with the problem of the lack of money since Gregor was the only member of the family that worked.
67. Title: The Jungle (1906)     Author: Upton Sinclair     Genre: Political Fiction
Target Grade: 9-12                       DVD:          CD:           Total: 115        Available: 115                   
Synopsis: Sinclair's book reeked with the stink of the Chicago stockyards. He told how dead rats were shoveled into sausage-grinding machines; how bribed inspectors looked the other way when diseased cows were slaughtered for beef, and how filth and guts were swept off the floor and packaged as "potted ham." In short, "The Jungle" did as much as any animal-rights activist of today to turn Americans into vegetarians.

But it did more than that. Within months, the aroused—and gagging—public demanded sweeping reforms in the meat industry.

68. Title: The Maltese Falcon (1930)      Author: Dashiell Hammett      Genre: Detective Novel 
Target Grade: 7-12                              DVD:          CD:           Total: 67         Available: 67                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Synopsis: Spade's partner is murdered on a stakeout; the cops blame him for the killing; a beautiful redhead with a heartbreaking story appears and disappears; grotesque villains demand a payoff he can't provide; and everyone wants a fabulously valuable gold statuette of a falcon, created as tribute for the Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV. Who has it? And what will it take to get it back? Spade's solution is as complicated as the motives of the seekers assembled in his hotel room, but the truth can be a cold comfort indeed.
69. Title: Candy Freak: A Journey through the Chocolate Underbelly of America
 Author:  Steve Almond            Genre: Creative Non-fiction    Target Grade: 7-12                                         
    DVD:          CD:                                             Total: 39                  Available: 39                    
Synopsis: Almond loves candy like no other man in America. To wit: the author has "three to seven pounds" of candy in his house at all times. And then there's the Kit Kat Darks incident; Almond has a case of the short-lived confection squirreled away in an undisclosed warehouse. "I had decided to write about candy because I assumed it would be fun and frivolous and distracting," confesses Almond. "It would allow me to reconnect to the single, untarnished pleasure of my childhood. But, of course, there are no untarnished pleasures. That is only something the admen of our time would like us to believe." Almond's bittersweet nostalgia is balanced by a fiercely independent spirit—the same underdog quality on display by the small candy makers whose entire existence (and livelihood) is forever shadowed by the Big Three: Hershey's, Mars, and Nestle. 

70. Title: The Chocolate War *and Related Readings (1997)   Author: Robert Cormier                                      Genre: Realistic Fiction          Target Grade: 7-12               DVD:          CD:
                                                                                    Total: 146              Available: 146                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
Watching someone take a stand is easy; doing it yourself can be absolutely terrifying. That's what Jerry Renault learns when he refuses to participate in his school's annual candy drive and incurs the wrath of the ruling clique of students— a wrath egged on by the school's administration. The ending—which takes place in a boxing ring— is brutal, frightening, and completely mesmerizing. 
71. Title: Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (1997)  Author: Jared Diamond                                     Genre: Documentary       Target Grade:  7-12  DVD: Guns, Germs, and Steel /National Geographic

                                                                                              Total: 37        Available: 37                   
Synopsis: Diamond's thesis sheds light on why Western civilization became hegemonic: "History followed different courses for different peoples because of differences among peoples' environments, not because of biological differences among peoples themselves." Those who domesticated plants and animals early got a head start on developing writing, government, technology, weapons of war, and immunity to deadly germs.

72. Title: Billy Bud (1924)      Author: Herman Hansen      Genre: Drama 

Target Grade: 7-12                DVD:          CD:           Total: 42         Available: 42                    
Synopsis: Billy Budd is a lot of things. It is a tragedy and a drama, a piece of historical fiction, a literary and philosophical work. At the center of the novel, though, is a moral dilemma. It's so clear that it's easy to put into a couple of questions: what happens when human law go exactly contrary to what seems right and good? How can intention be incorporated into a law that deals only with actions, with what happens? The narrator focuses all of his energy upon these questions, and the details of the story that he chooses to give us are supposed to shed some light on what is right in this situation and what is wrong. This can be clearly seen because the characters only emerge insofar as they are linked to the moral quandary at the heart of the story.
73. Title: Never Cry Wolf (1983)    Author:  Farley Mowat        Genre: Drama/Adventure
Target Grade: 8-12           DVD:          CD:       Total: 5         Available: 5                   
Synopsis: More than a half-century ago the Canadian Wildlife Service assigned the naturalist Farley Mowat to investigate why wolves were killing arctic caribou. Mowat's account of the summer he lived in the frozen tundra alone-studying the wolf population and developing a deep affection for the wolves (who were of no threat to caribou or man) and for a friendly Inuit tribe known as the Ihalmiut ("People of the Deer") is a work that has become cherished by generations of readers, an indelible record of the myths and magic of wild wolves.

74. Title: Slaughter House-Five (1969)    Author: Kurt Vonnegut    Genre: Fiction/Anti-war 
Target Grade: 7-12               DVD:          CD:                     Total: 61        Available: 61                   
Synopsis: Slaughter House- Five deserves its reputation of being a piece of great American literature. The book follows a young man, Billy Pilgrim through his life. Billy believes aliens, tralfamadorians to be exact, have abducted him. We assume that it's through these aliens that he learns to time travel, a skill he frequently uses. In the book Pilgrim bounces around time to all the various portions of his life, many times returning to World War II where he was captured, taken prisoner, and held in slaughterhouse five in Dresden, Germany. He seems to be defined by this moment in his life as he frequently returns there.

75. Title: Angela’s Ashes (1999)      Author:  Frank McCourt     Genre: Memoir
Target Grade: 7-12             DVD:          CD:           Total: 65         Available: 65                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Synopsis: So begins the luminous memoir of Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants and raised in the slums of Limerick, Ireland. Frank's mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children since Frank's father Malachy, rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages. Yet Malachy does nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he can provide: a story.   
Perhaps it is a story that accounts for Frank's survival. Wearing shoes repaired with tires, begging a pig's head for Christmas dinner, and searching the pubs for his father, Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and the casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors—yet lives to tell his tale with eloquence, exuberance and remarkable forgiveness.

76. Title: Green Angel (2003)        Author: Alice Hoffman        Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 7-12                     DVD:          CD:           Total:  120        Available: 120                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Synopsis: Left on her own when her family is lost in a terrible disaster, fifteen-year-old Green is haunted by her present and her past. Struggling to survive in a place where nothing seems to grow and ashes are everywhere, Green retreats into the ruined realm of her garden. When she destroys her feelings, she also destroys herself, erasing the girl she’d once been as she inks ravens and bats onto her skin. It is only through a series of mysterious encounters with a white dog and a mute boy that Green relearns the lessons of love and begins to heal as she tells her story.

77. Title: Across Five Aprils (1964)   Author: Irene Hunt    Genre: Historical Fiction  
Target Grade: 6-9       DVD:          CD:           Total: 55        Available: 55                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Synopsis: Irene Hunt has drawn from stories told by her grandfather, family letters, and historical research to create a novel that vividly depicts the grand scope of the Civil War, while also showing its intimate impact on the lives of ordinary families. In an eloquent but often folksy style, Hunt draws the reader into the farming life of southern Illinois, where young men see a chance to prove their manhood and speak of the war as being fun. Through the four long years of war, Jethro discovers the truth, with the death of one brother and the virtual loss of another when he chooses to fight for the Confederacy.
78. Title: A Separate Peace (1959)     Author: John Knowles       Genre: Drama 

Target Grade: 9-12                       DVD:          CD:         Total: 24         Available: 24                    
Synopsis: Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world.

79. Title: The Pigman (1968)          Author:  Paul Zindel         Genre: Realistic Fiction  
Target Grade: 6-8       DVD:          CD:           Total: 140                Available: 140                    
Synopsis: For sophomores John and Lorraine, the world feels meaningless; nothing is important. They certainly can never please their parents, and school is a chore. To pass the time, they play pranks on unsuspecting people. It's during one of these pranks that they meet the "Pigman"--a fat, balding old man with a zany smile plastered on his face. In spite of themselves, John and Lorraine soon find that they're caught up in Mr. Pignati's zest for life. In fact, they become so involved that they begin to destroy the only corner of the world that's ever mattered to them.  This novel still sings with sharp emotion as John and Lorraine come to realize that "Our life would be what we made of it—nothing more, nothing less."

80. Title:  I Heard An Owl Call My Name (1967)   Author: Margaret Craven                                                                             Genre: Thriller          Target Grade: 7-12                    DVD:          CD:   
                                                                                                         Total: 49         Available: 49                   
Synopsis: It tells of a young vicar named Mark, sent to a remote Kwakiutl village not knowing he has less than three years to live. In the village, Mark comes to understand the Kwakiutl Indians around him and sees how their traditions are being destroyed through the influence of white men. He watches the "English woman anthropologist" who comes to study the natives and insists upon calling the villagers "Quackadoodles;" he experiences the impact when the government declares it legal for Indians to buy liquor and when traders cheat the villagers out of their cultural treasures; he sees the children lose their ties with their families and heritage while living in residential schools among whites. In striking contrast to the avarice and arrogance of most whites is the selflessness of the Kwakiutls and the beauty of running salmon, tall trees, and tribal festivals.
81. Title: The Tuskegee Airmen: Cornerstones of Freedom (2001) Author: Linda and Charles George     Genre: Historical Drama    Target Grade: 6-12          DVD:          CD:         Total: 37         Available: 37                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Synopsis: Although a rigid pattern of racial segregation prevailed in the United States during World War II, nearly 1,000 Black military aviators were trained at an isolated complex near the town of Tuskegee, Alabama, and at Tuskegee Institute. As a result of this “Tuskegee Experiment” 450 Black fighter pilots under the command of Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. Fought in the aerial war over North Africa, Sicily, and Europe, flying, in succession, P-40, P-39, P-47, and P-51 type aircraft. These gallant men flew 15,553 sorties completing 1,578 missions with the 12th Tactical, and the 15th Strategic, U.S. Army Air Force. Col. Davis later became the first Black general in the U.S. Air Force and rose to the rank of Lt. General. 

82. Title: The Riverside Reader (Sixth Edition) Author: Trimmer Hairston Genre: Anthology 

Target Grade: AP 8-12                       Total: 40         Available: 40                     
Synopsis:  Top reader compiled by two leaders in the field of composition features works by distinguished essayists. This rhetorically arranged reader contains 71 selections representing diverse voices and views from some of the most respected professional essayists working in the English language, along with short stories and student examples. Carefully developed apparatus, including headnotes and post-reading material, analyzes each reading in a context that helps students better understand the craft of writing and then apply what they learn to their own writing.
83. Title: The Elements of Style (3rd ed.)  Author: William Strunk    Genre: Grammar and Style 
Target Grade: 6-12                                  Total: 36         Available: 36                    
Synopsis: The book begins with eleven "Elementary Rules of Usage," and then continues with eleven more "Elementary Rules of Composition," and eleven "Matters of Form." Each is presented as a brief statement followed by another sentence or two of explanation and a few clarifying examples. This amazing compilation fills only thirty-eight pages, yet covers ninety percent of good writing fundamentals.
84. Title: Literature: Reading and Writing the Human Experience (2005—Seventh Edition)                           Author: Richard Abcarian and Marvin Klotz   Genre: Anthology    Target Grade: 7-12    

                                                                              Total: 17                  Available: 17                  
Synopsis: A proven classroom favorite for more than three decades, this anthology continues to appeal to students and instructors with its broad range of enticing stories, poems, plays, and essays and its flexible structure. The arrangement by both theme and genre encourages students to think deeply about crucial topics while they learn about the four main genres of literature. The new edition provides a broader selection of works — including many from non-Western traditions — and more help for reading literature.
85. Title: A Writer’s Notebook: Unlocking the Writer Within You (2003)  Author: Ralph Fletcher                            Target Grade: 7-12                    Total: 49         Available: 49                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Synopsis: Writers are like other people, except for at least one important difference. Other people have daily thoughts and feelings, notice this sky or that smell, but they don't do much about it. Not writers. Writers react. And writers need a place to record those reactions. That's what a writer's notebook is for. It gives you a place to write down what makes you angry or sad or amazed, to write down what you noticed and don't want to forget.

86. Title: Chinese Handcuffs (1989)     Author: Chris Crutcher    Genre: Realistic Fiction

Target Grade:       DVD:          CD:                    Total: 32        Available: 32                     
Synopsis: Dillon is living with the painful memory of his brother's suicide—and the role he played in it. To keep his mind and body occupied, he trains intensely for the Ironman triathlon. But outside of practice, his life seems to be falling apart. Then Dillon finds a confidante in Jennifer, a star high school basketball player who's hiding her own set of destructive secrets. Together, they must find the courage to confront their demons—before it's too late.

87. Title: Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes (1993)     Author: Chris Crutcher      Genre: Young Adult 
Target Grade: 6-12        DVD:          CD:                      Total: 32            Available: 32 

Synopsis: Calhoune found a kindred spirit in Sarah Byrnes, whose face and hands were hideously disfigured in a childhood accident. Now a senior and considerably slimmed down through competitive swimming (though still aptly called "Moby"), Eric remains fiercely devoted to his friend, whose caustic tongue is her only protection from life's inequities. When Sarah abruptly stops talking and is committed to a mental ward, Eric is compelled to take action to help her, but quickly finds that he is in over his head. He risks their friendship by breaking his vow of secrecy and enlisting others' aid—help that comes from such unlikely quarters as a former bully, Eric's swim coach and, most surprisingly, his mother's seemingly wimpy boyfriend. A subplot centering on a self-righteous teammate drives home the point that nothing is as it appears on the surface, and leads to Eric being caught between his menacing vice-principal and the even more malevolent Mr. Byrnes—with spine-tingling results.
Latin American Novels
1. Title: The Underdogs:  A Novel of the Mexican Revolution (Signet Classic, 1996 
First published in 1924 as a newspaper serial.)   Author:  Mariano Azuela   Genre: Cyclical Narrative
Target Grade:  9-12                DVD:          CD:                               Total: 9         Available: 9                   
Synopsis: The historic background, of course, is that in 1911, Emiliano Zapata, a peasant, rose up against the Madero government demanding agrarian reform with the shout: "Land and Liberty." His men were mostly Indians, poor, badly fed and poorly armed. As one character explains: "The revolution benefits the poor, the ignorant, all those who have been slaves all their lives, all the unhappy people who do not even suspect they are poor because the rich who stand above them, the rich who rule them, change their sweat and blood and tears into gold…" But in the end, it would seem all they won was a new bunch of corrupt dictators to rule over their lives.
2. Title: The Underdogs:  A Novel of the Mexican Revolution *and Related Readings (1997)
Author:  Mariano Azuela      Genre: Cyclical Narrative       Target Grade: 9-12
                                                      DVD:          CD:                   Total: 38            Available: 38 
Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 3
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

The historic background, of course, is that in 1911, Emiliano Zapata, a peasant, rose up against the Madero government demanding agrarian reform with the shout: "Land and Liberty." His men were mostly Indians, poor, badly fed and poorly armed. As one character explains: "The revolution benefits the poor, the ignorant, all those who have been slaves all their lives, all the unhappy people who do not even suspect they are poor because the rich who stand above them, the rich who rule them, change their sweat and blood and tears into gold…" But in the end, it would seem all they won was a new bunch of corrupt dictators to rule over their lives.
3. Title: Whistle Me Home (1997)    Author: Barbara Wersba       Genre: Fiction           
  Target Grade: 9-12        DVD:         CD:                      Total: 35          Available: 35                    

Synopsis: Young adult fiction with gay or lesbian characters most often focuses on the emotional or social aspects of coming out. In a world in which gay teens have little support of visibility this focus is a good thing. But Whistle Me Home deals with gayness from another perspective. Noli, a smart, boyish teenage girl has fallen in love with T. J., the new boy at school. Cute, sensitive, and attentive, T. J. appears to be her soul mate, but much to Noli's dismay their intense relationship never becomes sexual. When T. J. finally confesses his homosexuality to her, Noli is both furious and crushed. Whistle Me Home deals carefully with people's secrets as well as with the pain that can be caused by unfulfilled sexual longing.
4. Title: Jesse (1994)          Author: Gary Soto           Genre: Realistic Fiction 
Target Grade: 6-12               DVD:          CD:           Total: 38        Available: 38                    
Synopsis: In this new edition of his first young adult novel, Gary Soto paints a moving portrait of seventeen-year-old Jesse, who has left his parents' home to live with his older brother. These Mexican American brothers hope junior college will help them escape their heritage of tedious physical labor. Their struggles are humorous, true to life, and deeply affecting. Young adults will sympathize with the brothers as they come to terms with what is possible for each of them in an imperfect world.
5. Title: Living Up the Street (1992)  Author: Gary Soto  Genre: Non-Fiction/Autobiography 
Target Grade: 6-12                     DVD:          CD:          Total: 14         Available: 14                    
Synopsis: In a prose that is so beautiful it is poetry, we see the world of growing up and going somewhere through the dust and heat of Fresno's industrial side and beyond: It is a boy's coming of age in the barrio, parochial school, attending church, public summer school, and trying to fall out of love so he can join in a Little League baseball team.  His is a clarity that rings constantly through the warmth and wry reality of these sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, always human remembrances.
6. Title: The Alchemist (1988)      Author: Paulo Coelho      Genre: Allegorical
Target Grade: 6-12                               DVD:          CD:         Total: 57         Available: 57                    
Synopsis: Dreams, symbols, signs, and adventure follow the reader like echoes of ancient wise voices in "The Alchemist", a novel that combines an atmosphere of Medieval mysticism with the song of the desert. With this symbolic masterpiece Coelho states that we should not avoid our destinies, and urges people to follow their dreams, because to find our "Personal Myth" and our mission on Earth is the way to find "God", meaning happiness, fulfillment, and the ultimate purpose of creation.
7. Title: The Crossing (1987)         Author:  Gary Paulsen          Genre: Fiction 
Target Grade: 6-12           DVD:                     Audio: The Crossing (3 CDs)

                                                                                      Total: 226 (-45 to Ms. Brown)  Available: 181                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Synopsis: The Crossing features a young, male protagonist who forms an unlikely bond with an adult male deeply and adversely affected by war. Highlighting their interdependence, this relationship finally helps both characters to be physically or emotionally free. Other recurring themes in Paulsen's fiction are physical survival, respect for the natural world, humanity, individuality, and acceptance of death. 

8. Title: Nightjohn (1995)          Author: Gary Paulsen       Genre: Historical Fiction 
Target Grade: 5-12            DVD:          CD:           Total: 193         Available: 193                    
Synopsis: Nightjohn is a story that is set in the south during the time of slavery.  Based on an actual incident, Gary Paulsen tells about a young slave girl, Sarny, who it taught to read by another slave, Nightjohn.  The book is very well written, complete with dialect that makes the book even more interesting to read.  Nightjohn has escaped to the North where he was taught to read, but he keeps coming back to the south to further educate the slaves of the plantations.  Nightjohn meets Sarny and convinces her that she should learn to read.  Knowing the consequences, each night after the others are asleep.  Nightjohn teaches Sarny one letter.  Nightjohn makes Sarny promise that she will never say or write the letters that he is teaching her.  He tells Sarny, “To know things, for us to know things, is bad for them.  We get to wanting and when we get to wanting it's bad for them.  They thinks we want what they got. . . That's why they don't want us reading.”

9. Title: Latin American Writers by *Nextext (1987)            

Target Grade: 9-12                  DVD:          CD:       Total: 78         Available: 78                    
Synopsis: Latin American Writers offers students a broad overview of the body of published work by Latin American authors from the mid-seventeenth century to the present time. This collection includes: poetry, short stories, novel excerpts, historical overview of Latin America, photographs, portraits, and maps.
10. Title: Mexican Ghost Tales of the Southwest (1994)  Author: Alfred Avila Genre: Parables 
Target Grade: 5-12               DVD:          CD:           Total: 32         Available: 32                    
Synopsis: Specters that haunt the rivers and woods, hidden treasure, headless goblins, a wild phantasmagoria of gore and grizzle...all here for the first time in English to delight audiences of all ages, but particularly young adult readers. Alfred Avila's collection of deliciously gory tales is founded in oral lore and the Hispanic tradition native to the American Southwest. He has salvaged these stories from disappearing forever for future generations to enjoy in the darkness, where the devils, demons and spirits of the night become living, breathing entities to entertain, frighten and teach.
11. Title: Like Water for Chocolate (1989) Author: Laura Esquivel     Genre: Fiction

Target Grade: 7-12         DVD: Like Water for Chocolate           Total: 62         Available: 62                    
Synopsis: The narrator chronicles the life of her great-aunt, Tita De la Garza, who lives in northern Mexico during the early 1900s. The novel's twelve chapters, written one per month in diary/installment form, relate details from over two decades of Tita's life, beginning in 1910, when she is fifteen years old, and ending with her death at thirty-nine. Each chapter also includes a recipe that Tita prepares for her family during this period. After her mother refuses to allow her to marry the man she loves, Tita channels her frustrated desires into the creation of delicious meals that often have strange effects on her family. Through the expression of her culinary art, Tita learns to cope with and ultimately break free from her mother's domination.
12. Title:  Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida (1996)  Author: Victor Martinez  Genre: Contemporary Fiction  Target Grade: 6-12                 DVD:          CD:         Total: 32        Available: 32                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Synopsis: Dad believed people were like money. You could be a thousand-dollar person or a hundred-dollar person—even a ten-, five-, or one-dollar person. Below that, everybody was just nickels and dimes. To my dad, we were pennies. Fourteen-year-old Manny Hernandez wants to be more than just a penny. He wants to be a vato firme, the kind of guy people respect. But that′s not easy when your father is abusive, your brother can′t hold a job, and your mother scrubs the house as if she can wash her troubles away. In Manny′s neighborhood, the way to get respect is to be in a gang. But Manny′s not sure that joining a gang is the solution. Because, after all, it′s his life—and he wants to be the one to decide what happens to it.

13. Title: Famous All Over Town (1988)  Author: Danny Santiago   Genre: Immigrant Experience 
Target Grade: 6-12                       DVD:          CD:           Total: 39      Available: 39                   
Synopsis: A Mexican-American boy has a rough time on the Los Angeles streets, but is determined to make a better life for himself.
14. Title: Lives of Girls and Women (1971)  Author: Alice Munro  Genre: Narrative of female experience      Target Grade: 7-12            DVD:                    CD:     
                                                                                                          Total: 21         Available: 21                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Synopsis: The cycle serves as a coming of age story for Del Jordan growing up first on the outskirts, and later in the centre, of the small, southern Ontario town of Jubilee. Del is portrayed as something of an outsider, unsatisfied with small town life though unwilling to acknowledge the similarities between herself and her mother who also seeks to expand her mind beyond the limited experiences of Jubilee.
The cycle is often cited as concerning many feminist ideas and it is worth noting in this context that the text deals primarily with female characters, with only a few male figures playing important roles.

15. Title: The Song of the Bird (1996)       Author: Graciela Limon          Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 7-12     DVD:          CD:           Total: 40        Available: 40                     
Synopsis: On her death bed, Huitzitzilin, an old woman of royal Mexican heritage, tells young Father Benito of her life, what the Aztec culture was like before the arrival of the Spanish, and how an initial alliance between the two cultures resulted in the annihilation of a proud race.
16. Title: When I Was Puerto Rican (1994) Author: Esmeralda Santiago   Genre: Memoir 

Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:          CD:     Total: 40       Available:  40                   

Synopsis: Through a series of stories about her family and her childhood, Santiago gives readers a glimpse into her life in Puerto Rico. In an upbeat and self assured tone, Santiago tackles heavy issues such as poverty, familial dysfunction, sexuality and immigration. Her stories capture the scope of her life and also provide a poignant take on American cultural misconceptions.

17. Title: The House of the Spirits (1986)           Author: Isabel Allende          Genre: Fiction

Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:          CD:       Total:  34      Available: 34                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Synopsis: The House of the Spirits is a prime example of magical realism. Primarily a Latin American tradition, magical realism is characterized by the simple, straightforward presentation of strange, magical events. For example, characteristics such as Clara's clairvoyance are compared to her brother's lameness. The characters in magical realist fiction experience and accept the unbelievable with calm rationality. When Clara dreams that her mother's severed head is missing, for example, she borrows a car and goes to find it, and then she puts it in a hatbox and forgets about it. Magical realist novels are often long family sagas, told with little respect for clear temporal succession. They often employ strategies of foreshadowing and repetition which are prevalent in The House of the Spirits, especially in Clara's predictions of future events and in the recurrence of the names Pedro and Esteban.
18. Title: The House on Mango Street (1991)    Author: Sandra Cisneros    Genre: A series of vignettes      Target Grade:  9-12     DVD:          CD:        Total:  149       Available:  149                    
Synopsis: Esperanza Cordero, a girl coming of age in the Hispanic quarter of Chicago, uses poems and stories to express thoughts and emotions about her oppressive environment.
19. Title: The Tortilla Curtain (1996)           Author: T.C. Boyle          Genre:  Fiction

Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:          CD:       Total:  86      Available: 86

Synopsis: In The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle, the realization that life is perpetually unfair and disappointing is the common thread that connects an illegal immigrant couple named Cándido and América Rincón and an upscale, yuppie couple named Delaney and Kyra Mossbacher. Both couples have their own version of the American Dream, and both find their dreams to be merely illusions, even though one couple has reached its goals and the other is still fantasizing about them. 

20. Title: Esperanza Rising (2003)          Author: Pam Munoz Ryan         Genre:  Fiction

Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:       Total:  36      Available: 36

Synopsis: When Esperanza and Mama are forced to flee to the bountiful region of Aguascalientes, Mexico, to a Mexican farm labor camp in California, they must adjust to a life without fancy dresses and servants they were accustomed to on Rancho de Las Rosas. Now they must confront the challenges of hard work, acceptance by their own people, and economic difficulties brought on by the Great Depression. When Mama falls ill and a strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must relinquish her hold on the past learn to embrace a future ripe with the riches of family and community.

21. Title:   Author: Rudolfo Anaya      Genre:  Fiction     Target Grade: 6-12    
· Bless Me, Ultima (Warner Books 1994 )    Total:  145      Available: 145       
· Bless Me, Ultima (Perma-Bound 1994)      Total:  27        Available: 27       
Synopsis:  In Rudolfo Anaya's Bless Me, Ultima, set in New Mexico in the 1940s, young Antonio becomes obsessed with questions about destiny, life and death, and good and evil. When elderly folk healer Ultima moves in with Antonio's family to live out her last days, Antonio turns to her for guidance when he loses confidence in parental viewpoints and Catholicism. Bless Me, Ultima is the first of a trilogy in which author Rudolpho Anaya skillfully sets up dialogue between Antonio and Ultima.

22. Title: Barrio Boy (1971)                         Author: Ernesto Galarza        Genre:  Fiction

Target Grade:  6-12      DVD:          CD:                    Total:  57     Available: 57

Synopsis:  Barrio Boy is the remarkable story of one boy's journey from a Mexican village so small its main street didn't have a name, to the barrio of Sacramento, California, bustling and thriving in the early decades of the twentieth century.

23. Title: Chronicle of a Death Foretold (1981)  Author: Gabriel Garcia Marquez  Genre:  Novella

Target Grade: 9-12       DVD:          CD:                      Total:  75     Available: 75

Synopsis:  A man returns to the town where a baffling murder took place 27 years earlier, determined to get to the bottom of the story. Just hours after marrying the beautiful Angela Vicario, everyone 

agrees, Bayardo San Roman returned his bride in disgrace to her parents. Her distraught family forced her to name her first lover; and her twin brothers announced their intention to murder Santiago Nasar for dishonoring their sister. 

Yet if everyone knew the murder was going to happen, why did no one intervene to stop it? The more that is learned, the less is understood, and as the story races to its inexplicable conclusion, an entire society—not just a pair of murderers—is put on trial.

24. Title: Flowers for Algernon (1959)          Author: Daniel Keyes           Genre:  Novella

Target Grade: 6-12       DVD:          CD:    Total:  20     Available: 20

Synopsis: Until he was thirty-two, Charlie Gordon --gentle, amiable, oddly engaging-- had lived in a kind of mental twilight. He knew knowledge was important and had learned to read and write after a fashion, but he also knew he wasn't nearly as bright as most of the people around him. There was even a white mouse named Algernon who outpaced Charlie in some ways. But a remarkable operation had been performed on Algernon, and now he was a genius among mice. Suppose Charlie underwent a similar operation... 

25. Title: The Outsider (1953)                   Author: Richard Wright             Genre:  Fiction

Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:                      Total:  36     Available: 36

Synopsis:  A compelling story of a black man's attempt to escape his past and start anew in Harlem. The Outsider is an important work of fiction that depicts American racism and its devastating consequences in raw and unflinching terms. At once brilliantly imagined and frighteningly prescient, it is an epic exploration of the tragic roots of criminal behavior.

26. Title: Native Son (1958)                       Author: Richard Wright             Genre:  Fiction

Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:                     Total:  35    Available: 35

Synopsis:  Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young white woman in a brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Wright's powerful novel is an unsparing reflection on the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities across the country and of what it means to be black in America.

27. Title: Black Boy (1945)                        Author: Richard Wright             Genre:  Fiction/Memoir

Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:                        Total:  35        Available: 35

Synopsis:  Black Boy (American Hunger) is a fictionalized memoir of Richard Wright's childhood and young adulthood. It is split into two sections, "Southern Night" (concerning his childhood in the south) and "The Horror and the Glory" (concerning his early adult years in Chicago). 

28. Title:   Author: J. Rodriguez   Genre: Fiction/Memoir    DVD:      CD:   Target Grade: 9-12         
· Always Running (1993)      Total:  36   Available: 36
· Always Running (2008)      Total:  56   Available: 56

Synopsis:  By age twelve, Luis Rodriguez was a veteran of East L.A. gang warfare. Lured by a seemingly invincible gang culture, he witnessed countless shootings, beatings, and arrests, then watched with increasing fear as drugs, murder, suicide, and senseless acts of street crime claimed friends and family members. Before long, Rodriguez saw a way out of the barrio through education and the power of words and successfully broke free from years of violence and desperation. Achieving success as an award-winning Chicano poet, he was sure the streets would haunt him no more -- until his son joined a gang. Rodriguez fought for his child by telling his own story in Always Running, a vivid memoir that explores the motivations of gang life and cautions against the death and destruction that inevitably claim its participants. 

29. Title: I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman In Guatemala (1984)  Author: Rigoberta Menchu         Genre: Autobiography  Target Grade: 10-12     Total:  33   Available: 33

DVD: Rigoberta Menchu: Broken Silence
Synopsis:  A Quiche Mayan woman of Guatemala, Rigoberta Menchu told her story orally to anthropologist Elisabeth Burgos-Debray in Paris in 1982. Burgos-Debray transcribed the story and published in Spanish in 1983; Ann Wright's English translation appeared in 1984. The book, which both gave a voice to the Native American culture of Guatemala and exposed the brutality of Guatemala's civil war, became an international sensation. Menchu received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992.

30. Title: My Antonia *and Related Readings (2001)  Author: Willa Cather  Genre: Fiction

Target Grade: 10-12                        Total: 33    Available: 33
Teacher Resources: Includes the Literature Connections Sourcebook   Available: 3

Synopsis:  *A guide to reading My Antonia with a critical and appreciative mind encouraging analysis of plot, style, form, and structure. Also includes background on the author's life and times, sample tests, term paper suggestions, and a reading list.
31. Title: My Antonia (1918)       Author: Willa Cather         Genre: Fiction
Target Grade: 10-12       DVD:          CD:          Total: 57    Available: 57

Synopsis:  This tale of the spirited daughter of a Bohemian immigrant family planning to farm on the untamed land ("not a country at all but the material out of which countries are made") comes to us through the romantic eyes of Jim Burden. He is, at the time of their meeting, newly orphaned and arriving at his grandparents' neighboring farm on the same night her family strikes out to make good in their new country. Jim chooses the opening words of his recollections deliberately: "I first heard of Ántonia on what seemed to be an interminable journey across the great midland plain of North America," and it seems almost certain that readers of Cather's masterpiece will just as easily pinpoint the first time they heard of Ántonia and her world. It seems equally certain that they, too, will remember that moment as one of great light in an otherwise unremarkable trip through the world.

The Holocaust

1. Title: The Holocaust: A Historical Reader (2000) by Nextext   Author: Mcdougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin       Genre: Historical       Target Grade: 7-12    DVD:          CD: 

                                                                                                  Total: 8         Available: 8                   
Synopsis: The Holocaust was the result of Adolf Hitler’s "final solution," his grand campaign for the complete annihilation of the European Jews. The absolute horror perpetrated by the Nazis on Europe’s Jewish population was planned meticulously by Nazi leaders and carried out with force by the SS, a select military unit that also served as Hitler’s bodyguards.

2. Title: Night (1982)              Author:  Elie Wiesel         Genre: Autobiographical/Memoir

Target Grade:  9-12     DVD:          CD:              Total: 11   Available: 11                     

Synopsis: Provides a short and moving account of Wiesel's experience in Nazi concentration camps during World War II. The subject matter is difficult to think about, but it is important to deal with and remember nonetheless. Night is well written, and a good resource for teenagers and adults who are reading about the Holocaust for the first time or studying the subject in depth.

Plays and Novels
1. Title: Acting Natural: Monologs, Dialogs and Playlets for Teens (1991) Author: Peg Kehret                                                                             Target Grade: 6-12                DVD:          CD:               Total: 11         Available: 11                   

Synopsis: Short-length scripts expressing the honest feelings of teenagers - their joys and their problems. Subjects include the environment, diets, babysitting, self-image, drunk driving, teenage sex and more - all treated with humor, warmth and realism. Most roles may be played by either male or female performers. May be staged with no special sets, props or costumes. Ideal for speech and drama classrooms, variety shows and forensic competitions.
2. Title: The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail (1970)     Author: Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee                                      Genre:  Playscript            Target Grade: 8-12                      DVD:          CD:
                                                                                 Total: 30         Available: 30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Synopsis: The play is based on the early life of the titular character, Henry David Thoreau, leading up to his night spent in a jail in Concord, Massachusetts. Thoreau was jailed for refusing to pay a poll tax on the grounds that the money might be used to pay for the Mexican-American War, which he opposed. The play  describes  the ideological relevance of the play to contemporary audiences, stating "this play and its protagonist, though they are of the 19th century, are speaking to today's concerns: an unwanted war in another land, civil disobedience, the interdependence of man and nature, education the role of government and the governed.
3. Title:                         Genre: Play/Historical-Non-Fiction       Target Grade: 6-12                        
· The Diary of Anne Frank  Dramatized by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett (Dramatists Play Service) Total: 78         Available: 78                    
·  The Diary of Anne Frank   by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett  (A Random House Play) Total: 88 Available: 88
· Anne Frank: The Diary of  a Young Girl (1984—Perma Bound) Total: 68  Available: 68

                           DVD:           Audio: Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl (8 CDs) 

Synopsis: The play based on the classic work of nonfiction Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, brings her story to life. Its character development, key plot lines and dialogue are adapted from words of real people, creating a setting to help us relate to Anne on different levels: personal, social, political, ethical, and historical. The Diary of Anne Frank is suitable for a range of curriculum applications, from history to English.
4. Title: Fences (1983)       Author: August Wilson       Genre: Play/Drama 
Target Grade: 7-12                      DVD:          CD:           Total: 137         Available: 137                    
Synopsis: A Negro Baseball league player is now a garbage man; his bitterness affects his loved ones.
5. Title: Joe Turner’s Come and Gone (1988)   Author: August Wilson    Genre: Play/Drama
Target Grade: 7-12                DVD:          CD:           Total: 59         Available: 59                    
Synopsis: “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone” is about nothing less than the migration and dispersal of a race and culture, searching for an identity and home. At the same time this play, which takes place in a boardinghouse in the Pittsburgh neighborhood called the Hill, feels cozy, gossipy and domestic. Its characters, embodied by one of the strongest ensembles in town, seem reassuringly knowable instead of fancy figures in an allegory. This is true even when they’re describing mystical visions involving bones walking out of the ocean. 

6. Title: Fahrenheit 451 (1953) —The 50th Anniversary Edition Author: Ray Bradbury      
Genre: Novel/Science Fiction               Target Grade: 8-12               DVD:          CD:
                                                                                              Total: 169        Available: 169                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Synopsis: This is an engrossing futuristic tale of a society where all printed material is banned. In this country of the future, officials believe that people who read and are able to think for themselves are a threat to the nation where individualism is strongly discouraged. The inhabitants of this society all seem to be suffering from sensory deprivation and their only link to news and entertainment is a large television screen on the wall where broadcasts are continually transmitted to the "family". All of the people are members of The Family. Even though they aren't forced to watch the telecasts, they all do.
It is also a society where drugs are dispensed by the government in order to further pacify the citizens. Mop up squads roam the streets, shaving the heads of individuals whose hair they consider to be too long and to be the trait of a non-conformist.

7. Title: Fahrenheit 451 (1986)    Author: Ray Bradbury        Genre: Play/ Science Fiction 

Target Grade: 8-12          DVD:          CD:           Total: 75       Available: 75                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Synopsis: This is an engrossing futuristic tale of a society where all printed material is banned. In this country of the future, officials believe that people who read and are able to think for themselves are a threat to the nation where individualism is strongly discouraged. The inhabitants of this society all seem to be suffering from sensory deprivation and their only link to news and entertainment is a large television screen on the wall where broadcasts are continually transmitted to the "family". All of the people are members of The Family. Even though they aren't forced to watch the telecasts, they all do.

It is also a society where drugs are dispensed by the government in order to further pacify the citizens. Mop up squads roam the streets, shaving the heads of individuals whose hair they consider to be too long and to be the trait of a non-conformist.

8. Title: Fahrenheit 451 *and Related Readings   Author:  Ray Bradbury      Genre: Science Fiction
Target Grade: 8-12                        DVD:          CD:           Total: 50        Available: 50                    
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

This is an engrossing futuristic tale of a society where all printed material is banned. In this country of the future, officials believe that people who read and are able to think for themselves are a threat to the nation where individualism is strongly discouraged. The inhabitants of this society all seem to be suffering from sensory deprivation and their only link to news and entertainment is a large television screen on the wall where broadcasts are continually transmitted to the "family". All of the people are members of The Family. Even though they aren't forced to watch the telecasts, they all do.

It is also a society where drugs are dispensed by the government in order to further pacify the citizens. Mop up squads roam the streets, shaving the heads of individuals whose hair they consider to be too long and to be the trait of a non-conformist.
9. Title: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (1994)  Author: Tom Stoppard Genre: Play/Tragic Comedy      Target Grade: 7-12         DVD:          CD:         Total: 28         Available: 28                    
Synopsis: Acclaimed as a modern dramatic masterpiece, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead is the fabulously inventive tale of Hamlet as told from the worm’s-eye view of the bewildered Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, two minor characters in Shakespeare’s play. In Tom Stoppard’s best-known work, this Shakespearean Laurel and Hardy finally get a chance to take the lead role, but do so in a world where echoes of Waiting for Godot resound, where reality and illusion intermix, and where fate leads our two heroes to a tragic but inevitable end.
10. Title: The Miracle Worker (1962)    Author: William Gibson       Genre: Play/Drama
Target Grade: 6-12         DVD: The Miracle Worker        CD:           Total: 143          Available: 143                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Synopsis: The Miracle Worker is a three-act play based on Annie Sullivan's heroic efforts to teach her new pupil, Helen Keller. After an illness renders baby Helen blind and deaf – and, therefore, mute, her desperate parents hire a young governess, Annie Sullivan. After several fierce battles with the little girl, Annie convinces the Kellers to give her two weeks alone with their child. In that time, she teaches Helen discipline and finger spellings for words, and the true "miracle" begins. 

11. Title: Twelve Angry Men (1957)         Author: Reginald Rose     Genre: Play/ Drama
Target Grade: 8-12               DVD:          CD:           Total: 15         Available: 15                   
Synopsis: "Twelve Angry Men" is the story of the jury's deliberations in a murder case. It begins when they file into the jury room. At the first vote eleven are in favor of guilty, one votes against. He is juror number eight and he wants to discuss it further. Others object; there is an eyewitness. They have no doubts, but as they talk, jurors begin to rethink their positions.   They take other votes, doubts about guilt are raised, and soon the tide turns in favor of not guilty. Still a few jurors hold out probably for reasons of their own—prejudice, family relations.   In the end it comes down to whether the one juror still holding out for guilty will give in.

12. Title: No Exit and Three Other Plays (1976) Author: Sartre Jean-Paul   Genre: Play/Drama 

Target Grade: 9-12                DVD:          CD:           Total: 35         Available: 35                    
Synopsis: In these four plays, Jean-Paul Sartre, the great existentialist novelist and philosopher, displays his mastery of the drama. No Exit is an unforgettable portrayal of hell. The Flies is a modern reworking of the Electra-Orestes story. Dirty Hands is about a young intellectual torn between theory and praxis. The Respectful Prostitute is a scathing attack on American racism. 4 plays about an existential portrayal of Hell, the reworking of the Electra-Orestes story, the conflict of a young intellectual torn between theory and conflict and an arresting attack on American racism. 

13. Title: Three Plays: Desire Under the Elms/Strange Interlude/Mourning Becomes Electra (1995)                                          Author: Eugene O’Neill    Genre: Play/ Drama    Target Grade: 8-12         DVD:          CD:
                                                                                          Total: 38        Available: 38                    
Synopsis: These three plays exemplify Eugene O'Neil's ability to explore the limits of the human predicament, even as he sounds the depths of his audiences' hearts.
14. Title: A Raisin in the Sun (1959)  Author: Lorraine Hansberry       Genre: Play/Drama 

Target Grade: 6-12                        DVD:          CD:           Total: 54         Available: 54                    
Synopsis: The certainty that the ideals of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" can become reality for anyone willing to work for them is what we call the American dream. For many, the dream does come true. For many it does not. 


Lorraine Hansberry knew about disappointment, false hope, and despair. For many of her African-American ancestors who had come North for a better life only to find exploitation and frustration, the dream had become a nightmare. In contemporary terms, she chronicles their nightmare in A Raisin in the Sun, an epic story of the Younger family struggling to realize the dream by escaping ghetto life. Hansberry's screenplay not only tells the story of the Youngers but reveals the plight of all who have failed dreams.
15. Title: A Raisin in the Sun *and Related Readings (1997)   Author: Lorraine Hansberry                                            Genre: Play/Drama    Target Grade: 6-12   DVD:          CD:      
                                                                                             Total: 382          Available: 382                   
Synopsis: *A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.
The certainty that the ideals of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" can become reality for anyone willing to work for them is what we call the American dream. For many, the dream does come true. For many it does not. 


Lorraine Hansberry knew about disappointment, false hope, and despair. For many of her African-American ancestors who had come North for a better life only to find exploitation and frustration, the dream had become a nightmare. In contemporary terms, she chronicles their nightmare in A Raisin in the Sun, an epic story of the Younger family struggling to realize the dream by escaping ghetto life. Hansberry's screenplay not only tells the story of the Youngers but reveals the plight of all who have failed dreams.

16. Title: Pygmalion (1912)   Author: Bernard Shaw   Genre: Play/Comedy of Manners
Target Grade: 9-12                 DVD:          CD:           Total: 38        Available: 38                    
Synopsis: When George Bernard Shaw wrote Pygmalion more than a half century ago, no one could have predicted his play would eventually be converted into one of the great musicals of our time—My Fair Lady. Generations of readers and theatergoers have found relevance in Shaw's story of speech therapist Henry Higgins, who successfully transforms Liza Doolittle, a "draggle-tailed guttersnipe," into a darling of high society who momentarily upsets his hard-edged reserve. The extraordinary wit of this master dramatist of the twentieth century cuts away at the artificiality of class distinctions to reveal that human clay can be molded into wondrous shapes.
17. Title: A Streetcar Named Desire (1947)  Author: Tennessee Williams   Genre: Play/Drama  
Target Grade: 9-12                  DVD:          CD:           Total: 147         Available: 147                    
Synopsis:  A Streetcar Named Desire centers on a desolated woman named Blanche DuBois. Reared in Old South aristocratic traditions, she lived elegantly in the family homestead, married a man she adored, and pursued a career as an English teacher. But her life fell apart when she discovered that her husband, Allen Grey, was having a homosexual affair. Disgraced, he killed himself. Blanche sought comfort in the arms of other men, many men. After she had relations with one of her students, a 17-year-old—authorities learned of the encounter and fired her. Meanwhile, relatives died and she could not keep up the family home. Eventually, creditors seized it. The play begins when Blanche arrives in New Orleans to stay with her sister, Stella, and her crude, outspoken husband, Stanley Kowalski. Though scarred by her past, Blanche still tries to lead the life of an elegant lady and does her best, even lying when necessary, to keep up appearances.
18. Title: The View from the Bridge (1955)     Author: Arthur Miller    Genre: Play/Drama 
Target Grade: 9-12          DVD:          CD:           Total: 4        Available: 4                    
Synopsis: Set on the gritty Brooklyn waterfront, A View from the Bridge follows the cataclysmic downfall of Eddie Carbone, who spends his days as a hardworking longshoreman and his nights at home with his wife, Beatrice, and niece, Catherine. But the routine of his life is interrupted when Beatrice's cousins, illegal immigrants from Italy, arrive in New York. As one of them embarks on a romance with Catherine, Eddie's envy and delusion plays out with devastating consequences.
19. Title: The Crucible (1976—4th Edition)    Author: Arthur Miller    Genre: Play/Drama 
Target Grade: 8-12            DVD: The Crucible/Arthur Miller: From the Author’s Desk Video Program DVD—Prentice Hall Literature/Unit 6                 Total: 31         Available: 31
Teacher Resource Book: Literature Connections/SourceBook    Available: 10
Synopsis: Using the historical and controversial subject of the Salem Witch Trials, Arthur Miller's play The Crucible presents an allegory for events in contemporary America. Miller's play employs these historical events to criticize the moments in humankind's history when reason and fact became clouded by irrational fears and the desire to place blame for society's problems on others. The play deals with the corrupted town of Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692. John proctor, a blunt, out-spoken farmer and the play's central character, gets caught up in a conspiracy not even his own strength can control when his ex-lover, Abigail, throws false accusations in his wife's direction. As Proctor tries to free his wife and prove all others also accused of Witchcraft innocent, he finds himself being accused as well. This play is a story of vengeance; one man stands in a tug-of-war battle between God and Satan, pride and damnation, and good and evil. It all leads up to a climactic ending in which one lost soul finds peace with himself and realizes the importance of one's integrity.
20. Title: Death of a Salesman (1949) (Perma Bound—1998)  Author: Arthur Miller
  Genre: Tragedy/Drama     Target Grade: 9-12   DVD:          CD:       Total: 28    Available: 28                    
Synopsis: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman and Willy Loman didn't make all those sales on a smile and a shoeshine. This play is the genuine article—it's got the goods on the human condition, all packed into a day in the life of one self-deluded, self-promoting, self-defeating soul. It's a sturdy bridge between kitchen-sink realism and spectral abstraction, the facts of particular hard times and universal themes.

21. Title:  Death of a Salesman (1949) (Penguin Classics—1976)    Author: Arthur Miller       Genre:  Tragedy/Drama       Target Grade: 9-12      DVD:      CD:     Total: 13      Available: 13                    
Synopsis: Willy Loman, the protagonist of Death of a Salesman, has spent his life following the American way, living out his belief in salesmanship as a way to reinvent himself. But somehow the riches and respect he covets have eluded him. At age 63, he searches for the moment his life took a wrong turn, the moment of betrayal that undermined his relationship with his wife and destroyed his relationship with Biff, the son in whom he invested his faith. Willy lives in a fragile world of elaborate excuses and daydreams, conflating past and present in a desperate attempt to make sense of himself and of a world that once promised so much.

Mythology
1. Title: Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes (1999)    Author: Edith Hamilton                      Genre: Mythology   Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:       Total: 21         Available: 21                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Synopsis: 
Hamilton's retellings are engaging, and her scholasticism is evident throughout—a small example is her use of the less popular Roman names for the primary gods (Jupiter, Juno, Mars, etc.) when they are found in myths of Roman origin. Hamilton also includes information at the beginning of most chapters about the source of the myth and its author, which is very helpful. She synthesizes the longer myths, such as the Trojan War (found in the Iliad) and the quest for the golden fleece in such a way as to highlight their major events and give the reader a flavor of their content. Overall, I have not encountered a better survey of classical mythology in one volume.

2. Title: The Adventures of Ulysses (1980)  Author: Bernard Evslin      Genre: Mythology 
Target Grade: 6-12            DVD:          CD:           Total: 76         Available: 76                    
Synopsis: 
It is based on the classic "Odyssey", but retold in a format suitable for young adults. Every chapter contains a new, exciting adventure. Some of these include stories about Calypso, Circe, and Syclla & Charybdis. The story also provides ample opportunities for writing topics, prediction, question & answer, and art.

3. Title: Heroes, Gods and Monsters of Greek Myths (1984)     Author: Bernard Evslin                                           Genre: Mythology      Target Grade: 6-12      DVD:          CD:       Total: 180         Available: 180                    
Synopsis: The earth breeds giants and ogres of indescribable horror—the heavens hold omnipotent gods and goddesses, abounding in courage, strength and wisdom. Zeus, the almighty king of the gods, who cannot resist feminine beauty—mortal or divine, and his jealous and vengeful wife, Hera. Perseus, fearless mortal warrior, who takes on an impossible challenge: slaying the monstrous Medusa, whose glance turns men to stone. The Minotaur, half-man and half-bull, the horrible fruit of a queen's unspeakable desire, who annually destroys the young victims sacrificed to his terrifying power. 

A fantastic world of spells and curses, magic and mystery, forces that create and destroy at will. 

 4. Title: Waiting for Odysseus (2004)    Author: Clemence McLaren     Genre: Mythology 

Target Grade: 6-9                        DVD:          CD:           Total: 221         Available: 221                    
Synopsis: The spectacularly faithful Penelope, who was struck with love for Odysseus at first sight, and plotted to win him from her cousin, the beautiful Helen. And then there is the sensuous witch Circe, who turns men into swine and lures Odysseus to stay, only to be caught in the trap of love herself. The virgin goddess Pallas Athene watches over her favorite with fond amusement, and his ancient nurse Eurycleia grumbles and hopes through the long years, raising Odysseus's son Telemachus and helping Penelope fend off a bevy of suitors. As any woman might expect, when the hero finally does return there is emotional baggage to be cleared away before the longed-for happy ending. 

5.  Title: The Odyssey: A Classic Retelling (Nextext)   Author: Homer      Genre: Greek Mythology
Target Grade: 6-12                      DVD:          CD:           Total: 54        Available: 54                    
 Teacher Resource Book:  Cliffs Notes    Available: 1 

Synopsis: The Odyssey tells the story of Odysseus, who returns home after being away for twenty years. He had fought for the Greeks in the Trojan War and then had left Troy with twelve ships and more than 700 men. Only Odysseus returned home to Ithaca, after many adventures, to find other men in his house, eating his food and wooing his wife. This retelling: presents key historical and cultural information about the period includes a story map and a list of key characters and their roles; offers background information on the author.
William Shakespeare

1. Title: Othello                  Literary Genre:   Tragedy; Play          Total      Available                                                                                                  
· Othello (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                                             12                 12 

· Othello (Folger Shakespeare Library—Paperback)                               88                 88

· Othello (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)                                   25                 25

Synopsis: Shakespeare’s tragedy, Othello, is a wonderfully engrossing tragedy about a soldier, Iago, who reveals his hatred of Othello for choosing Cassio as his officer, and possibly sleeping with Iago’s wife Emilia. Iago explains his plan to avenge Othello by suggesting Cassio is sleeping with Othello’s wife, Desdemona.

Teacher Resource Book:   CliffsNotes on Shakespeare's Othello     Available: 1

Audio: Othello (2 CDs and 1 DVD)
2. Title: Hamlet              Literary Genre:   Tragedy; Play           Total        Available 

· The Tragedy of Hamlet: Prince of Denmark                          10                  10
· Hamlet: Shakespeare Made Easy (Paperback)                           17                 17
· A Classic Retelling:  Hamlet (*Nextext)                                  177                   177
· Hamlet *and Related Readings                                                 86                     86
· Hamlet (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)                     20                     20
· Hamlet (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                                  21                     21
Synopsis: It's about a prince called Hamlet whose father was poisoned! He thinks his uncle (Claudius) murdered his dad to gain the throne. His uncle then becomes king after marrying Hamlet’s mother (Gertrude). 
Hamlet's father’s ghost appears and tells Hamlet that Claudius poisoned him. Hamlet goes mad and has strange temperament issues. Ophelia falls in love with the prince but his behavior drives her insane. Ophelia then drowns. 
Teacher Resource Book: 

· Drama Study Guide—Hamlet     Available: 1
· Hamlet and Related Readings with Literature Connections/SourceBook   Available: 3  

Audio:
1. Hamlet in Prison (Act V—1 CD)

2. Hamlet (3 CDs)                                      
3. Title: Macbeth              Literary Genre:   Tragedy; Play           Total        Available 

· A Classic Retelling: Macbeth  (*Nextext)                            275                   275

· Macbeth *and  Related Readings                                          99                   99

· Macbeth (Folger Library—Paperback)                                  83                    83

· Macbeth (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)                56                    56

· Macbeth (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                            21                     21

· The Tragedy of Macbeth with Connections  (HRW Classic Library)    9               9

Synopsis: Macbeth is a Scottish nobleman who becomes a murderer in Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth. One day Macbeth meets three witches who make a prophecy. The prophecies were that he is to become lord of Glamis, lord of Cawdor, and that he will be king.
He is often portrayed as a conflicted man who allows ego to win him over, leading to several unjust acts. Despite his initial description as a heroic and honorable general, the character becomes a testament to the dangers of human weakness in otherwise great men. 
Teacher Resource Book: Macbeth and Related Readings with Literature Connections/SourceBook      Available: 3 

DVDs:
1. Macbeth: Shakespeare for the Modern Era 

2. MACBETH (Orson Welles)

4. Title: King Lear          Literary Genre:   Tragedy; Play           Total        Available 

· King Lear (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)                   60                      60
Synopsis: The threefold dignity of a king, an old man, and a father, is dishonored by the cruel ingratitude of his unnatural daughters; the old king, who out of a foolish tenderness has given away everything, is driven out into the world a homeless beggar; the childish imbecility to which he was fast advancing changes into the wildest insanity, and when he is rescued from the destitution to which he was abandoned, it is too late. The kind consolations of filial care and attention and of true friendship are now lost on him; his bodily and mental powers are destroyed beyond hope of recovery, and all that now remains to him of life is the capability of loving and suffering beyond measure.
Teacher Resource Book: 

· CliffsNotes on Shakespeare’s King Lear                  Available: 1

5. Title: As You Like It    Literary Genre:   Comedy; Play        Total        Available 

· As You Like It  (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                     36                     36

Synopsis:

The play provides opportunities for its main characters to discuss a host of subjects (love, aging, the natural world, and death) from their particular points of view. At its center, As You Like It presents us with the respective worldviews of Jaques, a chronically melancholy pessimist preoccupied with the negative aspects of life, and Rosalind, the play's Christian heroine, who recognizes life's difficulties but holds fast to a positive attitude that is kind, playful, and, above all, wise. In the end, the enjoyment that we receive from the play's comedy is reinforced and validated by a humanistic Christian philosophy gently woven into the text by a benevolent Shakespeare.

Teacher Resource Book:  Available:  None

6. Title: The Taming of the Shrew Literary Genre: Comedy; Play   Total      Available 

· The Taming of the Shrew (The Folger Library—Paperback)           20                 20
· The Taming of the Shrew (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)             38                 38
· The Timing of the Shrew (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)   44                 44
Synopsis: It is a stage play in the form of a comedy that satirizes silly or unfair social customs and courting practices, often through farce. Farce is a type of comedy that relies on exaggeration, horseplay, and unrealistic or improbable situations to provoke laughter.  
The Taming of the Shrew is one of William Shakespeare's most clever and sophisticated comedies.            Petruchio and Kate engage in a battle of wits as he tries to "tame" his bold and stubborn wife and bring her into line with society's expectations. This romantic farce, full of disguises and role playing, deals with themes such as marriage and duty, reality and illusion, and compromise. 

Teacher Resource Book:  Available:  None

7. Title: Much Ado About Nothing  Literary Genre: Comedy; Play       Total    Available 

· Much Ado About Nothing (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)       102            102

Synopsis: Relationships that end on a sour note, not only can leave the ex lovers with a bad taste but with those around them as well.  What's cupid to when his love arrows have gone awry?  Take aim and try again.  In Much Ado About Nothing, young lovers come together, are broken apart and then reunited but this time around its the slightly older, slightly jaded ex-lovers that take center stage.  Benedick, a consummate military commander has sworn off the pursuit of women, most likely because of his constant war of words with Beatrice.  A woman who herself has given up on finding the right man and just happens to be Benedick's ex.  The two live for and loath the witty repartee that ensues whenever they are near each other and have a strange intimacy that few couples ever achieve.  However, while they may enjoy these little encounters, their relatives and friends are less than amused.
Teacher Resource Book: Available:  None

Audio: 

1. Much Ado About Nothing (2 CDs)

8. Title: A Midsummer Night’s Dream  Literary Genre: Comedy; Play    Total     Available
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream *and Related Readings                        127               127
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)   9               9
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Cambridge School)                                 82              82
Synopsis: Relationships can be very difficult.  Just ask anyone who has been married or in a committed relationship for a long time and they will tell you its no picnic.  Now imagine for a second that you are with the same person for say...a few thousand years and instead of your marital spats just affecting you and your partner, they also affect the weather and other people the world over.  A Midsummer Night's Dream, Shakespeare's ode to marriage, centers around two omnipotent beings from England's mythic past, Oberon and Titania, the King and Queen of the fairy kingdom.  They traipse around the world with their respective courts bestowing blessings, making love with the odd mortal and generally are at odds with each other.  The play catches up with them in ancient Athens before the wedding of two other mythical mortals, the Greek Hero Theseus and the Amazon queen Hippolyta.  Throw in a lover's quadrangle, a group of clueless actors trying to put on a play, a mischievous fairy and some interesting plants and you have the makings of one wild night in the forest. 
Teacher Resource Book: A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Related Readings Literature Connections/SourceBook   Available: 3

Audio: 
1. Midsummer Night’s Dream (2 DCs)

9. Title: Romeo and Juliet  Literary Genre: Tragedy; Play         Total        Available

· Romeo and Juliet (Folger Library—Paperback)                      18                    18

· Romeo and Juliet (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                73                    73

· The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet *and Related Readings     97                    97

· A Classic Story Telling: Romeo and Juliet (*Nextext)           341                 341           

Synopsis: Shakespeare's tragic drama of the "star-crossed" young lovers Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet is best remembered for the famous balcony scene. Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet are teenagers who fall deeply in love but their families are bitter enemies. They seize the moment and marry in secret, they make every effort to conceal their actions but these end in tragedy when Romeo, Juliet, Tybalt, Mercutio and Paris all die. The themes running through the play address the issues of the consequences of immature blind passion, hatred and prejudice.
Teacher Resource Book: 

· The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet and Related Readings Literature Connections/SourceBook   Available: 12
Audio:  William Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet (3 Compact Discs)

DVDs: William Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet Music Edition 
10. Title: The Tempest        Literary Genre: Comedy; Play              Total        Available

· The Tempest (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)               16                16
· The Tempest (A Bantam Classic—Paperback)                            97                97
Synopsis: RIPPED FROM THE HEADLINES.  A common device used today by many writers where current events are taken and stories written that either are thinly veiled accounts of those events with names and places changed or sometimes the like story attempts to take into account an overriding theme inherent in the news story or something the author wishes to convey.  Such attempts at capturing today's news stories are fraught with difficulty as what was hot on Saturday becomes old hat by Sunday.  Many performers avoid trying to be too topical in hopes of avoiding their work becoming stale over time.  Elizabethan writers were no different in wanting to latch on to a story that currently gripped the public interest.  
During Shakespeare's lifetime, one of England's great successes was becoming a naval power and beginning of their age of exploration and colonization.  In 1609, on the cusp of setting up the first permanent settlement in Jamestown, Virginia a ship called the Sea Venture, was part of flotilla of ships carrying settlers and supplies to the new colony.  Just off the coast of North America, the fleet came upon what was believed to be a hurricane and was the Bonaventure became separated and thought lost with all hands.  However, the ship instead was wrecked on an island in the Bermudas.  Several months later the survivors rebuilt their ship and sailed on to Virginia. William Strachey and Sylvester Jourdain, two survivors of the wreck, returned to England a year later and wrote two separate accounts of their experience.  The news of the miraculous return of the lost ship and crew swept the country and influenced Shakespeare to write his last solo play for the theater.  
Teacher Resource Book: Available: None

Audio: The Tempest (2 CDs)

11. Title: Julius Caesar       Literary Genre: Tragedy; Play              Total        Available

· A Classic Retelling: Julius Caesar (*Nextext)                       29                   29

· Julius Caesar (*The New Folger Library—Paperback)        159                159

· Julius Caesar (Folger Library—Paperback)                          28                  28

Synopsis: This play is a story primarily about a conspiracy to murder Caesar. The conspirators' plan has many flaws and they must struggle with the aftermath of what they have done. Brutus the "noblest roman" is the leader and the prime driver is Cassius who is dangerous, ambitious, and manipulative, and turns Brutus away from Caesar, for, who "Tis not that I don't like him, but for the general" kills Caesar in the name of Rome. Brutus must fight the ghost of Caesar for the rest of the play and Shakespeare makes it clear that although Brutus's action may have been justified and Caesar may have become a tyrant, he is still the tragic hero of the play. Shakespeare also entertains humane proportions for all characters, in this endeavor to not merely label characters bad guys-good guys but rather fully human and fragile to manipulation and flattery. 
Teacher Resource Book: Julius Caesar and Related Readings Literature Connections/SourceBook   Available: 2

DVD:  Julius Caesar with Marlon Brandon

Audio: Julius Caesar (2 CDs)   

*The New Folger Library

FAQs about the New Folger Library Shakespeare Editions
I am familiar with the Folger Library General Reader’s Shakespeare, published in the 1960s.  Why has the Folger chosen to re-edit Shakespeare’s plays and poems now?

In recent years, ways of dealing with Shakespeare’s texts and with the interpretation of his plays have been undergoing significant change.  The New Folger editions, while retaining many of the features that have always made the Folger Shakespeare so attractive to the general reader, at the same time reflects these current ways of thinking about Shakespeare.

How have the editors edited the text with the needs of a modern audience in mind?

Modern readers, actors, and teachers have become interested in the differences between, on the one hand, the early forms in which Shakespeare’s plays were first published and, on the other hand, the forms in which editors through the centuries have presented them.  In response to this interest, we have based our editions on what we consider the best early printed version of a particular play (explaining our rationale in a section called “An Introduction to This Text”) and have marked our changes in the text—unobtrusively, we hope, but in such a way that the curious reader can be aware that a change has been made and can consult the “Textual Notes” to discover what appeared in the early printed versions.

*Nextext Classic Retellings 

Nextext Classic Retellings are high-interest adaptations of classic literary works. Each carefully crafted volume retains the spirit of the original while making its themes, plot, and characters accessible to a wider range of today’s students. Vocabulary support is provided throughout. 

*(…and Related Readings)

A textbook reader for young adults, plus short stories, poems, and essays designed to build reading comprehension.

DVDs

1. The Shakespeare Enigma

2. Shakespeare Behind Bars

3. Shakespeare in Love 

4. The Complete Dramatic Works of William Shakespeare: The Comedies, Histories and Tragedies

5. The Hobart Shakespeareans

Audio

1. Teaching Shakespeare  (1 CD)

2. The Merchant of Venice (2 CDs)
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